
Georgina Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report - Draft

Giaimo Architects

Barclay, Krista. “Ainslie Hill/ Shouldice Farm: Heritage Designation Report,” April 3, 2022.

Byers, Mary. Rural Roots: Pre-Confederation Buildings of the York Region of Ontario. Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1976.

County of York Gazetteer and Directory. McEvoy & co., 1870. https://digitalarchive.tpl.ca/objects/355356/
county-of-york-gazetteer-and-directory.

County of York Gazetteer and Directory. W.H. Irwin & Co., 1881. https://digitalarchive.tpl.ca/
objects/355392/county-of-york-gazetteer-and-directory.

Georgina: History of a Township, 1997.

Hopkins, Jeanne. Jackson’s Point: Ontario’s First Cottage Country. Boston Mills Press/Stoddart, 1993.

McGill University. In Search of Your Canadian Past: The Canadian County Atlas Digital Project, 2001. 
https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/.

Residents of the Town of Georgina. The Georgina Book: What Citizens Value the Most. Alliance for a Better 
Georgina, 2010.

Taylor, Dale, and Debi Johnson. Belhaven Then & Now, 1997.

The Lake Simcoe South Shore Historical Society. Georgina: History of a Town, 1971.

Thompson, Ruth M. Pefferlaw: Our Early Pioneers, the Johnston Family & Friends, 1985.

Westgarth, Helen . Udora - Moments in Time. Edited by Richard Westgarth, 2012.

York Region. “YorkMaps.” Accessed 2024. https://maps.york.ca/Html5ViewerPublic/Index.
html?viewer=GeneralInteractiveMap.YorkMaps&wmode=transparent.

APPENDICES

A - SOURCES



2 Project Personnel

APPENDICES

B - PROJECT PERSONNEL
Giaimo, established in 2015, is a Toronto-based 
architecture firm integrating design and heritage 
conservation. We specialize in developing 
contextual and creative solutions within existing 
buildings, fostering environmentally, socially, and 
culturally sustainable places through adaptive 
reuse, renovations, interventions, and integrating 
new with old. As architects, designers, and 
heritage specialists, we have over two decades 
of experience in all project stages, including 
research, heritage assessments, feasibility 
studies, concept design, detailed design, and 
construction. Collectively our staff of nine have 
worked on hundreds of projects, ranging from 
housing and offices to museums and community 
spaces, and have been honoured with numerous 
awards, including the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Ontario Heritage Award for Excellence in 
Conservation, the Canadian Architect Awards 
of Excellence, and the Canadian Association 
of Heritage Professionals Award. Collaboration 
is at the core of our studio, and we actively 
engage in Canada’s architectural culture through 
mentoring, teaching, research, publishing, 
volunteering, and exhibitions.

Joey Giaimo, MRAIC, OAA, CAHP, is founding 
Principal at Giaimo and brings more than 25 
years of experience in the architectural, heritage 
and engineering professions, including an 
extensive portfolio in integrating design and 
conservation. He is a registered Architect 
(OAA) and a professional member of CAHP. He 
currently serves on the City of Hamilton’s Design 
Review Panel (DRP) and is co-author of the award 
winning Vancouver Matters, a book that takes a 
critical stance on the city’s acclaimed urbanism. 
He is also an instructor at the Department of 
Architectural Science at Toronto Metropolitan 
University, and has been a visiting critic and 
thesis advisor for several academic institutions 
including the University of British Columbia, 
OCAD University, and the University of Waterloo.

Mitchell May, OAA, CAHP, is an Associate at 
Giaimo. He is a Registered Architect (OAA) and 
Heritage Professional (CAHP) with a decade 
of experience in design and conservation 
projects across Ontario. Over the last nine 
years at Giaimo, his work has focused on 
exploring the relationships between new and 
existing architectures. Mitchell brings significant 
knowledge, respect, and creativity to the 
profession. He is a member of the Toronto 
Preservation Board. Prior to joining Giaimo, he 
worked with Professors Marco Polo and Colin 
Ripley at Toronto Metropolitan University to 
research and document Canada’s Centennial 
projects where his work formed part of the 
exhibition Architecture and National Identity: 
The Centennial Projects 50 Years On. His 
commitment to design excellence is evident 
in the number of award-winning buildings he’s 
contributed to, including the Conestoga College 
Student Recreation Centre (MJMA), Allandale 
Train Station (ERA Architects), and South House 
(Giaimo). He has also led a series of research 
initiatives at Giaimo, which have been presented 
at the Society for the Study of Architecture in 
Canada (SSAC) annual conferences, as well as 
National Trust for Canada Conferences.

Sara Shemirani, BArchSc, is an Architectural 
Designer at Giaimo with a Bachelor of 
Architectural Science from Toronto Metropolitan 
University and international study experience 
in China, Germany, Italy, and Canada. She 
contributes to a range of projects from 
residential renovations and heritage projects 
through different stages to design exhibits 
and heritage interpretation installations. She 
also assists the studio with content creation, 
visual communications, and award submissions. 
Passionate about heritage conservation, Sara 
volunteers for the non-profit Architectural 
Conservancy Ontario (ACO) where she currently 
serves as an ACO NextGen Vice Chair. As a 
TMU alumna, Sara is part of the Department 
of Architectural Science as part of the Equity, 
Diversity & Inclusion (EDI) Committee where she 
collaborates with students, faculty, and staff at 
the to identify, evaluate, and resolve EDI barriers 
inside and outside of the classroom.
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C - GLOSSARY AND REFERENCES
Architectural Styles – a helpful reference can 
be found by visiting this address:
http://www.ontarioarchitecture.com/Styles.html

Legal Description of the Property  – The legal 
description of the property as found on the 
owners tax roll. 

Owner Feedback
•	 Blank – No opposition has been 

received from the owner for the 
property, as of time of writing. 

•	 Open House Attendee – The owner 
attended the open house, but did not 
present a firm position for support or 
opposition. 

•	 Open House Attendee, opposes 
designation – The owner attended 
the open house, and does not 
support the designation of the 
property. 

•	 Opposes Designation – The owner 
has provided their opposition via 
phone call or email. 

•	 Owner has concerns regarding 
designation – The owner has 
concerns, and will provide a formal 
position following review of the CHER 
report. 

Prioritization
•	 Priority 1 – Properties within a contextual 

cluster or high public visibility area,  
at-risk properties, highly significant 
properties not otherwise protected. 

•	 Priority 2 – Cemeteries, infrastructure, 
and municipally owned properties, as 
these can be Designated on a longer 
timeline, or have other existing legal 
protections. Properties with relatively 
lower heritage value, lower integrity, or of 
a common style that has been otherwise 
represented in Priority 1. 

•	 Priority 3 – Properties that may meet 
criteria for designation with further 
research or review. 

•	 Delist – Properties that are likely too 
damaged or deteriorated to be salvaged, 
are understood to have been modified 
beyond recognition, are properties that 
have already been demolished, or are 
low visibility and not able to establish 
reasonable contextual value, coupled 
with low design value or integrity, 
and thus will not be able to meet the 
threshold of two criteria. 


