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Non-Core AMP
AODA
ATMP
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CPTED
DCA
ESA
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MYAP
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ORFA
PPS
PRO
PMP
ROC
WPMP

Non-Core Asset Management Plan
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act
Active Transportation Master Plan
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Canadian Parks and Recreation Association
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
Development Charges Act

Environmental Site Assessment
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Multi-Year Accessibility Plan

Official Plan

Ontario Recreation Facility Association
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Parks Master Plan
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Waterfront Parks Master Plan
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

Parks play a vital role in enhancing the overall well-
being of communities by supporting residents’
desires to engage in physical activity and social
interaction. Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) was
retained by the Town of Georgina (the Town) to
develop a comprehensive Parks Master Plan (PMP).
This plan will serve as a strategic framework to guide
the future development of the Town’s parks and open
spaces, addressing current needs while anticipating
and planning for future requirements. It is essential
that the PMP reflect the diverse needs of each of

the Town’s communities, with a particular focus

on serving residents of Georgina with year-round
recreation opportunities.

Considering anticipated population growth, evolving
trends in recreation, and shifting community
expectations, it is crucial to understand both existing
and future needs for parks and open spaces. A
long-term strategy is needed to meet and balance
the needs of both local residents and visitors over
the next 15 years. The PMP establishes a cohesive
vision and strategy for developing a comprehensive
open space network for the community, including
implementation and evaluation measures.

The PMP provides direction for managing and
developing parks and open spaces, incorporating
recommendations based on current benefits and
trends, local priorities, and community input. The
plan was developed through a five-phase approach:
Investigate, Focus, Engage, Visualize, and
Implement. These phases are elaborated on in the
following graphic.
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PHASE

PHASE

PHASE

PHASE

PHASE

INVESTIGATE

Investigate existing conditions
and background information
necessary to understand the

community needs, trends, and

best practices.

FOCUS

Create an inventory of data
to focus on identifying and
prioritizing parks and outdoor
recreational programming.

ENGAGE

Gather input from the community,
Town representatives, and
relevant stakeholders to
understand gaps and refine
recommendations.

VISUALIZE

Consolidate existing and
recommended data using GIS
and diagrams that are easy to

communicate.

IMPLEMENT

Detailed implementation and
monitoring strategy, prioritization
of capital works program, and
phasing of parks related work.




VISION & STRATEGY

One vision statement and three strategic directions
were crafted to incorporate findings from the
early-stage investigations, comments from public
engagement activities, and results from the needs
assessment. The vision statement set forth for
Georgina is supported by the community vision found
in provincial and local policy statements.

Vision Statement

“To provide parks and open
spaces throughout the Town to
meet the community's growing

needs for accessibility, diversity,
interconnectivity, and inclusivity,
through improved connections
with nature to promote
community engagement and
active living."

The following strategic directions have been identified
for Georgina's PMP:

Strategic Direction #1: Develop a
Robust Parks and Open Space Network

Strategic Direction #2: Encourage
Active and Healthy Living

Strategic Direction #3: Plan for Growth
and Future Needs




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ENGAGEMENT

The 2025 Town of Georgina PMP was developed
through a five-phase process, with stakeholder
engagement playing a critical role in ensuring the
relevance and depth of the recommendations.

The first phase focused on background research,
including site and amenity assessments, and

public engagement through a community survey.
Phases two and three involved interactive, in-person
workshops that helped shape the strategic directions
for park and open space improvements.

Implementation and monitoring plans were
developed to support these strategic directions,
incorporating feedback gathered through the
engagement process. The final phase consolidated
all findings and recommendations into one
comprehensive Master Plan.

2. Public Engagerpent
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The recommendations developed for the PMP are
informed by public and staff feedback, benchmarking
against municipal comparators, an analysis of parks
and recreation trends, and an assessment of service
needs and gaps within the Town of Georgina. These
recommendations address key areas including
parks and recreation governance; capacity-building
and service level requirements; collaboration and
partnerships; communications and promotion;
outdoor recreation facilities and amenities; and
seasonality.

The PMP aligns with and reinforces the Town of
Georgina's current Vision, Mission, and Values. By
promoting inclusive, sustainable, and accessible
recreation opportunities, the Plan reflects the Town's
commitment to building a healthy, connected, and
resilient community. It supports Georgina’s vision

of being a progressive lakeside community that

values its natural assets and high quality of life, and
advances its mission by addressing service gaps,
enhancing accessibility, and integrating climate-
conscious planning principles.

Together, the recommendations reflect Georgina’s
position as one of the fastest growing communities
in Ontario and acknowledge the ongoing initiatives
from other planning exercises. Overall, the Master
Plan outlines seventy-one (71) recommendations
developed to holistically support the Vision and
Strategic Directions.

To support implementation, each recommendation
has been categorized by priority — short-, medium-,
and long-term — providing a clear timeline for
execution throughout the lifespan of the plan. An
overall anticipated budget has also been provided
to guide the Town in delivering priority projects
effectively.
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WHAT IS A PARKS MASTER PLAN?

A Parks Master Plan (PMP) is a
strategic document that evaluates
existing parks and open spaces

and identifies a planning blueprint

to improve, protect, and expand the
Town of Georgina's parkland network
for the future.

The Town of Georgina PMP aims to enhance the
Town'’s valuable park assets, ensuring sustainable
development and improved community well-being.

It provides a strategic framework to respond to

new opportunities as they arise and includes
recommendations for short-, medium-, and long-
term improvements to meet the needs of current and
future residents and visitors.

Through research and public engagement, the Master
Plan examined:

36 non-waterfront parks across the Town

Usage patterns of existing facilities over three
years (2021-2024)

2024 Non-Core Asset Management Plan

Relevant policy framework and demographic
trends

Implementation strategies, including capital
planning, financial resourcing, and service
delivery

Park service levels compared to other
comparator communities.

OBJECTIVES OF THIS MASTER PLAN

Identify needs based on changing demographics
and participation trends.

Establish a long-term vision for parks and
outdoor recreation in Georgina.

Develop strategies to address current and future
needs.

Align municipal efforts, operations, and budgets
through clear priority-setting.

Engage the community in an inclusive and
meaningful process.

HOW ARE PARKS PLANNED?

Parks planning is a relatively new field compared

to other forms of planning in Ontario. Unlike other
planning documents written in the province of
Ontario, there is no overarching policy or legislation
mandating the provision of parks or the development
of a Parks Master Plan. As a result, parks planning

is considered an optional responsibility, determined
by the appropriate department in each municipality
based on local priorities.

Without a legislated framework to be followed, there
is no single process for creating a Parks Master
Plan. This field is unique, guided by trends, benefits,
best practices, frameworks, knowledge sharing and
collaboration. Key contributors and collaborators in
the field include the Canadian Parks and Recreation
Association (CPRA), Parks and Recreation Ontario
(PRO), and Parks People, to name a few.

The overarching goal of parks planning is to ensure
that every citizen has access to meaningful, inclusive,
and accessible outdoor experiences that foster
individual, community, and environmental well-being
and stewardship.

11



1| MASTER PLAN OVERVIEW

SITE CONTEXT

When preparing the Georgina PMP, it
was important to consider the Town's
location in relation to neighboring
towns and cities. This understanding
of regional connectivity helps identify
how local park developments can
complement or address gaps in the
broader network.

The Town of Georgina PMP aims to enhance the
Town's valuable park assets, ensuring sustainable
development and improved community well-being.

It provides a strategic framework to respond to

new opportunities as they arise and includes
recommendations for short-, medium-, and long-
term improvements to meet the needs of current and
future residents and visitors.

Through research and public engagement, the Master
Plan examined:

+ 36 non-waterfront parks across the Town

+  Usage patterns of existing facilities over three
years (2021-2024)

+ 2024 Non-Core Asset Management Plan

- Relevant policy framework and demographic
trends

- Implementation strategies, including capital
planning, financial resourcing, and service
delivery

- Park service levels compared to other
comparator communities.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN 12
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1| MASTER PLAN OVERVIEW

TOWN'’S VISION, MISSION & VALUES

VISION VALUES
To be the most progressive, inclusive, + Respect: We are empathetic, fair, welcoming and
vibrant and growing community on nclusive.

Lake Simcoe, with a balance of rural - Excellence: We strive to go the extra mile.

and urban character. +  Communication: We actively listen and are

responsive to what we hear.

« Teamwork: We achieve our goals together.

MISSION

*  Accountability: We are transparent and take
To promote a high quality of life for our community responsibility for our actions and decisions.
through the delivery of exceptional services, inclusive
engagement and a commitment to support a thriving + Resilience: We can adapt to whatever comes our
economy and sustainable environment. way.

L Rad |
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ALIGNMENT WITH EXISTING LEGISLATION, POLICIES, AND PRACTICES

The Town of Georgina PMP is not
designed to exist in isolation. The
vision, strategic directions, and
recommendations of this Master Plan
are informed by existing provincial
and regional policy as well as local
plans, studies, and strategies. The
following provides a summary of the
applicable documents that guided the
development of this new Master Plan.

Some of the policies provided the basis for the
powers of the municipality to utilize plans to create
safe and healthy communities, while others guided
specific land use policies within the Town, related

to how parkland should be created and managed.
Overall, the legislations and policies reviewed

provide a framework that will assist with developing
recommendations for the final master plan. A
detailed review of relevant policies can be viewed in
Appendix A. This Master Plan builds on the needs and
themes identified in provincially mandated policies
and is in alignment with many other internal guidance
documents that support the overall vision for the
Town. The relevant internal and external guidance
documents include the following:

PROVINCIAL & REGIONAL FRAMEWORK
Bill 23, More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022
Planning Act (2019)
Municipal Act (2001)
Provincial Policy Statement (2024)

York Region Official Plan (2022)

MUNICIPAL POLICY FRAMEWORK
Town of Georgina Official Plan (2020)
Corporate Strategic Plan 2023-2027 (2023)

Keswick Secondary Plan (2019)

Sutton/Jackson’'s Point Secondary Plan (2010)
Pefferlaw Secondary Plan (2019)

Keswick Business Park Secondary Plan (2008)

ADDITIONAL PLANS, STUDIES, AND STRATEGIES

Town of Georgina Leisure Services Master Plan
(2004)

Town of Georgina Trails and Active
Transportation Master Plan (2014)

Town of Georgina Recreation Facility Needs
Study (2014)

Town of Georgina Facility Accessibility Design
Standards (FADS) (2017)

Town of Georgina Waterfront Parks Master Plan

(2023)

Town of Georgina Non-Core Asset Management

Plan (2024)

Town of Georgina Tourism and Wayfinding
Strategy (2024)

Town of Georgina Climate Action Plan (2025)

Town of Georgina Multi-Year Accessibility Plan
(2025)

15
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CURRENT & FORECASTED POPULATIONS

Understanding the Town of
Georgina's demographic profile is
essential to developing the PMP, as it
provides an understanding of current
conditions, emerging trends, and
potential future demands facing the
community. The following summary
presents a high-level overview based
on the most recent Statistics Canada
Census data available (2021).

According to the 2021 Census, Georgina had a
population of 47,642, reflecting a 4.9% increase
from the 2016 population of 45,415. The number
of occupied private dwellings also increased by
6.4%, increasing from 16,821 to 17,895, indicating
a growing residential base (Statistics Canada).
Additionally, the Town's analysis of Statistics
Canada Census data reflects that the municipality
experienced the second-highest percentage increase
in new immigrants among York Region’s nine
municipalities between 2016 and 2021, highlighting
the community’s increasing diversity (Town of
Georgina).

The Town has experienced a steady population
growth since 2004. Residents aged 65 and over

remain the largest demographic group, while those
aged 30 to 39 years and 55 to 59 years also grew

by more than 15 percent in absolute terms between
2016 and 2021. In contrast, younger and middle-
aged cohorts declined as a share of the population,
with the 15 to 19, 20 to 24, and 45 to 54 age groups
decreasing by 10 percent or more, contributing to a 2
percent decline in the broader 15-64 age group. While
there may be some in-migration of younger families
and professionals, the overall trends indicates an
aging population, reinforced by the rising median age
over the years, currently standing at 42.8 years. This
underscores the importance of increased demand for
parks, recreation, and cultural services, particularly
programs and facilities tailored to older adults.

Population growth assumptions are a critical
foundation for assessing the need for new facilities
and shaping the development-related capital
program. Population forecasts from Georgina’s 2020
OP estimate growth to 63,900 residents by 2026 and
to 70,300 by 2031. In contrast, the 2022 York Region
OP projects population growth to reach 56,500 by
2031 and to 70,500 by 2051. The Town of Georgina's
2025 Development Charges Background Study,
prepared by Hemson, forecasts a population of
62,636 by 2040. While all available documents were
reviewed, this study reconciles previous forecasts.
The project team determined that this forecast offers
the best anticipated reflection of future growth and
has therefore been used to assess the future service
levels in this document.

17
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TOWN'S VISION, MISSION & VALUES

Table 1: Georgina Popoulation Growth by Age Cohort Table 2: Share of Total Population

AGE 2006 2011 AGE 2011 2016
0-4 2400 2,505 2,560 0-14 205% 17.8% 16.5% 16.3%
5-9 8660 2435 2510 2,595 15-64 68.8% 66.9%
— 795% 82.2%
10-14 2005 2,485 2625 65+ 16.4% 16.8%
15-19 3325 2840 2415 Average
J 107 419
20-24 2640 2775 2475 Age
25-29 2305 2,870 2.860 Median
385 40.8 422 428
30-34 2480 2,770 3,490 Age
35-39 2755 2,735 3240 e Sttstes Canads
28,990 S . Statistics Canad
40-44 3345 2,865 2915
45-49 4315 3320 2,980
50-54 3935 4,305 3400
55-59 2065 2,885 47285
60-64 2385 2870 3,795
65+ 4695 4715 6685 8,010

Total 42,345 43,515 45,415 47,642

Change - 1,170 1,900 2,225
0-4 m 20-24 B 40-44 W 60-64
Percent u .0 omoame
28% 4.4% 4.9% 15-19 m 35-39 B 5559

Change
8. Population Age Distribution by Cohort, 2021

Source: Statistics Canada
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DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

DEMOGRAPHICS BREAKDOWN

The following section provides a
summary of notable statistics from
Census data over the past years and
other sources that influence parks
and recreation planning in the Town.

*  Population Growth: Georgina’s population grew

by 4.9% between 2016 and 2021, reaching 47,642
residents, amounting to a growth of 5,297 people

since 2006. Relatively, from 2076 to 2021, the
provincial and national averages were 5.8 and
5.7% respectively.

+  Older Adult Population: The number of residents
aged 65 and older has increased by 20% between

2016 and 2021, reaching 8,015 individuals.
This trend is expected to continue, with the
85+ age group projected to more than double
by 2041. Georgina's median age is 42.8 years,

slightly above the provincial average, reflecting a

maturing population.

9. Canada Day Celebration at the Town

Household Composition: The average household
size is 2.6 people, with a growing proportion of
one- and two-person households, which often
include older adults and empty nesters.

Commuter Community: Approximately two-thirds
of Georgina’s employed residents commute

to other municipalities for work, primarily to
Newmarket and Toronto.

Household Income: The median 2020 total
household income was $98,000 ($85,000 after
tax) while the average total household income
was $112,700 (594,300 after tax).

Education and Language: Approximately 80.7%
of Georgina residents aged 15+ and 86.4% of
those aged 25-46 have a secondary high school
diploma or equivalency certificate. About 49%

of the 15+ population and 47% of those aged
25-64 hold a postsecondary certificate, diploma,
or degree. As of 2021, 98% of Georgina residents
report English as their first language, 0.8% report
French, and 1.2% report both English and French
or another language.

19



2| COMMUNITY PROFILE

NEEDS ANALYSIS

Georgina's evolving demographic
profile, particularly the steady growth
in its older adult population, has
significant implications for parks and
recreation planning.

Age and gender of residents are key indicators of
recreation preferences and frequency of use. Youth
have traditionally been the most active users of
recreation programs and facilities, with participation
peaking during childhood and young adulthood due
to group play and competitive activities. As residents
age, preferences shift toward informal, passive, and
low-barrier forms of recreation that support healthy
aging, social connection, and overall well-being.

While the aim is to engage and serve all segments
of the population, older adults often face unique
barriers to participation, including limited mobility,
transportation challenges, cost concerns, and
scheduling conflicts. These factors can reduce
access to the health and social benefits that
recreation provides. As Georgina's population
continues to age, there will be increased demand for

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

facilities and services that are inclusive, flexible, and
accessible. To meet this demand, there is a need

for the Town to improve service delivery by ensuring
that recreation facilities and programs are accessible
and available close to home and on residents’ own
schedules.

To address these challenges, the Town could

expand opportunities for unstructured, low- or
no-cost recreation within walking distance of
residential areas. Amenities such as outdoor exercise
equipment, active walking loops and circuits,
community gardens, and disc golf courses offer
accessible and inclusive options for residents of all
ages and abilities. Additionally, lighting for fields and
sport courts can extend the usability of these spaces
into the evening hours and during shorter daylight
seasons, increasing flexibility and access for working
families and seniors alike.

Investing in non-bookable, flexible-use spaces will
help encourage healthy aging in place, reduce social
isolation, and promote healthier, more connected
communities. These enhancements align with
Georgina’s broader goals of inclusivity, sustainability,
and quality of life, and ensure that the Town's

parks and recreation system continues to evolve in
response to the changing needs of its residents.

20



RECENT AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

This section outlines approved and
planned parkland developments
across Georgina. The accompanying
map, sourced from York Region
data, highlights areas within the
Town that currently have active
development applications at various
stages, reflecting ongoing growth
and planning efforts at the time this
report was prepared.

Keswick and Sutton are anticipated to
experience significant residential growth, with
over 2,000 new units proposed across multiple
developments, a majority of which are located in
Keswick. Several applications include dedicated
parkland, recreational facilities, and open space
blocks.

Terry Fox Park in Keswick will open to the public
in 2026, and will feature a splash pad, gazebo,
accessible playground, fitness equipment, and a
lookout area.

Treasure Hill Park, also located in Keswick,
opened to the public in late 2025 during the
development of this Parks Master Plan. As the
park was publicly accessible at that time, it has
been included in the current effective park supply
and service level comparator analyses. The

park features an accessible playground, gazebo
full multi use sport court, and accessible glider
swing.

One of the most notable projects proposed

is the Ainslie Hill Il proposal in Sutton, which
includes 567 single detached lots, 400
townhouses, a stormwater management pond,
and a new park. This development is part of a
broader intensification strategy outlined in the
Sutton/Jackson's Point Secondary Plan, which
designates the area as a “New Neighbourhood”
and supports medium-density residential growth.

Other proposed park developments over the

lifespan of the PMP include the following:

+  Simcoe Landing Phase 9 proposes a 2.46 ha
Neighbourhood Park and a 0.66 ha Village
Square.

The Greystone development includes a 0.41
ha park, a 1.36 ha watercourse buffer, and
0.44 ha of open space.

Ballymore Queensway N will provide a 0.34
ha park, along with a trail and environmental
protection area.

A development by Carryspring Holdings is
proposed to include a park, parkette, woodlot
buffer, and natural heritage corridor totaling
4.06 ha of open space.

Simcoe Landing Phase 10 is anticipated to
provide two parks with a combined area of
2.08 ha.

21
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PARKLAND BENEFITS AND TRENDS

Parks and open spaces are more
than just recreational amenities

or physical infrastructure. As
integral components of the built
environment and our social fabric,
they serve as intentional strategies
that help address some of society's
most pressing challenges such as
childhood inactivity, nature-shortfall
disorder (Louv, 2006), physical
illiteracy and social isolation.

These spaces offer a wide range of public benefits -
health, social, economic, and environmental - that are
especially impactful when delivered equitably. When
parks are thoughtfully designed and programmed to
serve marginalized or underserved populations, their
positive impact extends beyond immediate users to
strengthen the broader community. Additionally, the
evolving role of parks and recreation can contribute
to economic development and diversification by
helping to shape the character of places like the Town
of Georgina and supporting authentic, community-
driven growth.

Parks also play a vital role as ‘Third Places’, social
environments that exist between home (first place)
and work or school (second place). These informal
gathering spaces offer opportunities for people to
connect, relax, and engage with others outside of
structured settings. By functioning as accessible
and inclusive community concourses, parks help
combat loneliness, foster a sense of belonging, and
strengthen social cohesion. In cities like New York,
parks have demonstrated their value in building
community resilience and nurturing everyday social
interactions that are essential to vibrant civic life
(NRPA, 2023).

23



3 | PARKLAND BENEFITS AND TRENDS

PARKLAND BENEFITS

Parks and recreation offer a wide range of benefits to communities, economies, and the environment. However,
realizing these benefits for optimal impact requires intentional planning and resource allocation. Research shows
that recreation and open spaces contribute significantly to health, social interaction, economic vitality, and
environmetal sustainability. It is important to understand both direct and indirect impacts when making decisions
about investing in parkland. This knowledge can guide policy makers, administrators, and residents in recognizing
value of these amenities. Forms of tangible infrastructure are often prioritized over parks and open spaces, without
considering their vital role in supporting economic development and enhancing the overall “Quality of Life” (QOL) for
residents and visitors. According to the National Framework for Recreation, open spaces can help address current
challenges through policies and practices that offer valuable benefits.

MENTAL, PHYSICAL AND SOCIAL WELLBEING

Enhance mental and physical wellbeing by providing
services that have an important role in enhancing
physical activity. Enhance social wellbeing through
clubs, social organizations, team sports, or providing
an environment to make new friends for children and
adults.

> Personal development and growth for people of
all abilities.

> Enhance activity, quality of life, well-being, and
extend individual life expectancy.

> Lower levels of obesity and chronic disease, and
decrease stress levels, which can translate to
reduced health care costs.

> Enhance the growth, productivity, self-esteem,
self-image, and creativity of children, youth, and
adults.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

BUILD STRONG COMMUNITIES

Help build strong families and communities by being
a vehicle for promoting family cohesion, adaptability
and resilience through community events that keep
neighbours in touch with each other. Enhanced
opportunities to connect with nature can result in
both environmental and human benefits.

> Strengthen family and resident connectedness,
adaptability, and resilience, leading to more
cohesive, caring, and engaged communities.

> Build sense of place and community pride.

> Reduce anti-social behaviours, crime and
associated justice costs.

> Make communities more attractive places to live,
learn, work, play, and visit.

> Protect and celebrate our cultural places,
activities, and built heritage.

24
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TOURISM & ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Provide economic benefits by investing in active

and passive recreation, an important contributor

to community economic development and cost
reductions in other areas (i.e., health care, social
services, and justice). Parks programs and services
have also been shown to draw tourism and contribute
directly and indirectly to local economies.

> Diversify and strengthen local economies
through tourism.

> Enhance land and home values near parks, trails,
and open spaces.

> Protect green infrastructure which reduces
the costs to develop and maintain municipal
infrastructure such as water filtration and storm
water retention and mitigates against natural
disasters such as floods.

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Enhance citizens understanding of and connect
citizens with nature; growing the next culture of
conservation through environmental awareness and
stewardship. Parks and open spaces also protect
sensitive habitats and biodiversity and enable the
flow of ecosystem services to continue.

> Reduce carbon footprint through active
transportation options connected to parks and
trails.

> The Climate Action Plan (CAP) predicts that the
number of days exceeding 30 degrees Celsius
will increase by 300% in Georgina by 2050. With
more extreme heat events anticipated, trees
and shade structures in parks play a vital role in
providing cool relief and protecting public health.
A robust parks system can support the Town in
managing climate-related hazards, as outlined
in the CAP. Parks, open spaces, and naturalized
areas contribute significantly to climate resilience
and adaptation by absorbing stormwater,
reducing urban heat island effects, improving air
and water quality, enhancing ecological health,
offering refuge during extreme weather events
and strengthening preparedness in the face of
climate change.
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PARKLAND TRENDS

When planning for the future of parks, it is important to identify prominent trends that influence people’s leisure
choices within Ontario and across Canada. Understanding these trends allows us to plan for the needs of the Town
of Georgina. The following provides some key trends that have been considered:

17. DeLa-Sa e Park -~

DEMOGRAPHICS

> Retirees will remain more active for much longer
and will have the income, time, and health to
frequently participate in active and passive
recreational opportunities. The Baby Boomer
generation will be major users of Town parks and
recreation services.

> A widening income gap will drive the need to
ensure that parks and recreation opportunities
remain affordable and that programs are put
in place to deliver leisure opportunities equally
across incomes.

> To remain relevant, the Town will have to evolve
their parks, facilities, and programs to meet the
changing needs and interests of a diversifying
population. In addition, efforts will be needed to
connect a diversifying population to nature and
the outdoors.

> The needs of an aging population should be
reflected in all aspects of parkland delivery and
recreation opportunities and programs.

> There is an ever-increasing need to design
parks in an inclusive and accessible way, with
features for people of all ages, backgrounds, and
abilities. In particular, there is increased interest
and need for universally accessible design
and complementing accessibility features for
programming to address accessibility barriers
(Parks People, 2022).

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

BEHAVIOURAL

Individuals continue to seek park features that
support their daily life functions and activities,
such as areas for dog walking/off-leash dog
areas; growing, cooking, or eating food; and
getting exercise along or on multi-use trails
(Parks People, 2022).

There is a need to embrace a shift away from
programmed parks and recreation services
to more spontaneous activities and informal
spaces.

There is an increased desire for connections to
nature as housing alternatives restrict individual
access to back gardens.

There is an increase in people seeking
connection to nature in a naturalized spaces that
are close to home — typically within a 10-minute
walking radius (Park People, 2022)

Increased public interest in the inclusion of
naturalized spaces in parks, especially in
neighbourhood parks in particular.

There is a growing awareness of the health
benefits of physical activity and healthy eating.
This impacts the design of programs to be
delivered to communities.

On average, Canadian cities have a ratio of 4.4
volunteers for every 1,000 residents, compared
to 11.6 volunteers per 1,000 resident’s pre-
pandemic (Park People, 2022). With volunteering
decline:
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BEHAVIOURAL

> New ways will need to be found to inspire the
next generation of volunteers;

> Expectations for volunteers will need to be
reconsidered,

> Attention on volunteer recognition will need
to be increased; and,

> High-quality volunteer experiences will be
more important than ever.

> While volunteering is declining, there is also
trends indicating that people do not feel they
have a voice or ability to influence decision-
making in their local parks. There is an emerging
opportunity to improve communication and
collaboration in parks planning to expand
meaningful avenues for public engagement (Park
People, 2022).

efferlaw-Park Trail

ENVIRONMENTAL & ECOLOGICAL

A growing sense of stewardship for and learning
about water, air quality, and preservation of
natural areas.

Increased use of natural park spaces has also
magnified existing challenges with municipalities’
ability to maintain biodiversity in natural areas.
This increased use has led to municipalities
requiring separate and specific biodiversity
strategy, and intentional planning, to ensure the
preservation of urban biodiversity (Park People,
2022).

The impacts of climate change are likely to
present ongoing challenges for parks planning,
due to the damage caused by extreme weather
events such as floods, fires, and droughts
(Park People, 2022). Risk of flooding may be a
particularly relevant challenge for the Town of
Georgina.

There is growing interest in incorporating natural
features in parks such as native plant gardens,
naturalized spaces within parks, and adventure
play (including nature playgrounds or loose parts
play). There is an opportunity to utilize parks for
such things as green infrastructure developments
(e.g. rain gardens and bioswales).

Activities that have an experiential nature and
offer challenges such as cultural learning and
ecotourism are highly valued by users.
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PARKLAND TRENDS (CONTINUED)

When planning for the future of parks, it is important to identify prominent trends that influence people’s leisure
choices within Ontario and across Canada. Understanding these trends allows us to plan for the needs of the Town
of Georgina. The following provides some key trends that have been considered:

SERVICE DELIVERY

> Recent trends show that 90% of cities reported
having a community grant program in place that
helps fund park spaces, making this a viable
avenue for parks funding (Parks People, 2022)

» Park use has risen significantly since the
pandemic, a trend expected to continue, requiring
operating budgets to increase to meet the new
demands of parks maintenance (Park People,
2022).

> There is a need to consider more participatory
funding options for public spaces, which
would allow community members to actively
collaborate and contribute to the budgeting and
funding of operational costs.

> The importance and need for strong inter-
municipal partnerships and other partnerships
will only grow into the future.

> More relationships are formed between
municipalities and local community groups and
stakeholders to keep municipalities informed
about new and emerging community needs.
Taking a proactive and neighbourhood-based
approach ensures that there is a strong
foundation of trust to build from when the time
comes for more formal engagement processes
(Park People, 2022).

> There is a growing understanding between park
usage and people’s ability to get to parks and
emphasis on providing more parks or programs,

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

SERVICE DELIVERY

such as free transit to large, city wide parks
(Parks People, 2022).

> Changing provincial priorities and alterations of
cost recovery tools in the management of future
parkland.

> The role of municipal conservation parks will
grow as Canada works to meet biodiversity
targets through raising awareness of biodiversity
and encouraging participation in conservation.

> Increased expectations that parks and recreation
departments will demonstrate high levels of
stewardship and environmental sensitivity.
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FACILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

As Georgina's parkland assets approach the end of
their lifespans, there is a growing need to co-locate

sustainable designed, multi-use facilities that attract

a wide range of users while improving operational
efficiencies.

Pl g~ |

FACILITIES & INFRASTRUCTURE

> Strong asset management and capital lifecycle
planning will be essential to maintain and
upgrade parks and facilities in line with residents’
expectations for quality, accessibility, and
diversity.

> Incorporation of digital infrastructure into parks,
including the implementation of free Wi-Fi and
phone charging stations in parks and the creation
of park-based apps are recommended (Park
People, 2022).

> Consider the addition of public restrooms and
drinking water stations in high-use public spaces
to improve comfort and accessibility for all users.

> Flexible, accessible, and gender-neutral multi-
purpose spaces that are able to accommodate
a variety of activities are increasingly in demand.
This includes designing parks, trails, and
recreational buildings to be reachable by public
transportation and accessible to those with
reduced mobility. Doing so can encourage active
lifestyles, reduce parking needs and greatly
reduce the overall carbon footprint of such
facilities. Additionally, multi-function facilities
can build the critical mass needed for retail,
residential, and community development.

> There is a rising demand for unprogrammed
open spaces and low-cost outdoor play and
fitness opportunities close to homes. Some
examples of such activities include, but are
not limited to, outdoor exercise equipment,
pump tracks, and skateparks, which support
spontaneous and inclusive recreation.

> Synthetic turf fields are gaining popularity due
to their durability and improved safety. These
surfaces offer more predictable play conditions
and extended hours of use, especially in high-
demand areas.

> According to the Town's CAP, the number of
days exceeding 30°C is projected to increase
by 300% by 2050. To ensure parks remain safe,
comfortable, and usable during extreme heat
events, future park planning must prioritize
cooling infrastructure. This includes the strategic
addition of splash pads, shade structures, tree
planting, and naturalized landscapes that reduce
mowing and enhance ecological resilience.
The CAP also forecasts that by 2050, 53% of
winter precipitation will fall as rain, representing
a 77% increase. This shift toward wetter,
milder winters calls for thoughtful investment
in year-round recreation infrastructure. Parks
should be designed with efficient drainage
systems, covered activity areas, and adaptive
programming that supports winter use even in
the absence of snow.
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BEST PRACTICES

PARC ROSEMONT, MONTREAL, QC

[ —————— PPN T —
e NG

BOW TO BLUFF, CALGARY, AB

Rosemont Park has been transformed into a natural
ecosystem to promote ecological transition and
generate positive social impacts for the community.
The development vision is based on sustainable
objectives: optimizing the park’s accessibility,
offering a green oasis with varied seasonal activities,
and fostering rich biodiversity while preserving the
existing tree canopy. Arranged in three sectors, this
new space embodies urban excellence through the
sophisticated integration of plants, carefully selected
for their functional diversity.

The square is accessible via two entrances, and
features bicycle racks and urban furniture. A water
fountain spills into the dry river, providing refreshment
and guiding visitors on their way. La Clairiere,

offers a multi-use area for sport, recreation, and

rest — a source of collective interaction. In addition,
wooden play areas and aquatic facilities encourage
movement. The Urban Woodland, re-naturalized

with over 550 trees, transcends the conventional
landscape, and reinforces a resilient canopy.

Relevance: Parc Rosemont offers a valuable lession
for trail heads that double as ecological thresholds.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

Initiated in 2012 as a community-led endeavor, Bow
to Bluff has evolved into a movement and identity
celebrating the power of place transforming over
time. The community drove the project through
extensive and innovative engagement methods such
as a shop front, sounding boards, community walks
and events with an Iron-Sketch. The resulting Bow to
Bluff Urban Design Framework (2012) set the stage
for fundraising and the City of Calgary to implement
the plan updated in 2017.

Three small parks are stitched together along the
corridor by complimentary programming, storytelling
and a vibrant common design vocabulary drawn from
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the distinct community vernacular. At the Bow end
of the corridor, Bow Landing Park blends gathering
spaces with community gardens and a skate park.
Harvest Park provides a mid-corridor place with
barbeques, harvest tables, ping-pong tables and a
bocce court. At the Bluff end, Play Park is equipped
with a sandbox, play structure, toy box and mini
houses for the young families of the community.

= F . i' { Relevance: Bow to Bluff offers a great precedent
: for community-led approaches to new project
development.

- 26, Bow to Bluff — — —

One of the most anticipated new parks in Coquitlam’s
Burke Mountain neighbourhood, Sheffield Park

goes beyond what is commonly offered in a
neighbourhood park of this scale. Through inventive
use of the site’s challenging terrain, the park creates
a well-defined spatial hierarchy with a rich diversity of
experiences for park users of all ages and abilities.

With accessibility being a key driver of the design,

the park is organized around seamlessly integrated
ramps that create a sense of place at the park’s
centre. The terrain is specifically designed to
accommodate a wide range of ages, merging
interactive, custom-designed, and preassembled
elements. Malleable materials and water complement
the terrain by promoting inquiry-based learning and
fostering inventiveness through play.

Overall, Sheffield Park contributes a significant
diversity of programs and spaces to the
neighbourhood, while providing access to people of
all abilities from the surrounding community

Relevance: How to leverage challenging terrain to
create new programmes and spaces.
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OVERVIEW AND PARKS CLASSIFICATION

Georgina provides opportunities for
all residents to experience outdoor
active and passive recreation at a
local level. The Town recognizes the
importance of outdoor recreation
areas being multi-functional, and
flexible spaces that meet the current
and future needs of residents and
visitors alike. Parks and Open Spaces
are among the Town's defining
features and are highly valued by
both its residents and visitors.

Currently, the Town owns and maintains fifty-five (55)
parks, including thirty-six (36) non-waterfront parks
and nineteen (19) waterfront parks. In addition, the
Town is home to 2 provincial parks. The approximate
total park space area is 159.4 hectares.

“Wyndham-Park

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

The Town is also directly involved in a wide range

of service delivery activities for parks and outdoor
amenities, including planning, design, operations

and maintenance, booking, programming, and
permitting. The Town liaises with interest groups

and park users, including community groups, sport
groups, faith groups, and special event organizers.
Planning, design, and development of parks and open
space are often supported by external consultants in
partnership with Town staff.

The following section provides an inventory of the
existing parks and open spaces in the Town. The
Town includes four categories of parks based on the
Town of Georgina’s Official Plan:

> Community Parks
> Neighbourhood Parks

> Village Greens
> Open Space Areas
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Table 3: Parks Classification (as per the Town's OP)

GENERAL
MUNICIPALITY SIZE/PROVISION LEVEL DESCRIPTION COMMON AMENITIES

Intended to serve the
broader community area.
Play opportunities,
COMMUNITY PARKS  Minimum 4 ha (9.8 acres)  Will be designed to offer relatively more than
more play opportunities neighbourhood parks.
than neighbourhood
parks.

Intended to serve local
residents generally within

walking distance to local
NEIGHBOURHOOD Minimum 1.5 ha residential areas. Active and passive play

PARKS (3.7 acres) opportunities.
Will be designed to offer
active and passive play
opportunities.

Intended to service
established higher density
areas where the provision

of a neighbourhood
park is not practical or

Minimurm 0.5 ha feasible. Active play such as
VILLAGE GREENS } playgrounds and walking
(1.2 acres) May have more of an
paths.
urban character.
Not intended to take the
place of neighbourhood
parks in planned future
communities.
Intended for passive
No specific standard / recreation uses. Passive recreation
OPEN SPACE AREAS size, determmeq by need May be developed, but opportunities.
and function

should generally be
publicly accessible.
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PARKLAND INVENTORY

The following parks listed account for the total existing municipally owned and operated supply of non-waterfront
parks and open spaces. Plan 1 on Page 27 of this report provides locations for each non-waterfront park included in
the table below. Refer to the 2023 Waterfront Parks Master Plan for a detailed inventory of waterfront parks.

Table 4: Parkland Inventory

AREA (in

AMENITIES OBSERVATIONS

acres) &
LOCATION

Play structure

187 > Pedestrian bridge
Bayview Park > Pathways
1 106 Bayview > Benches and picnic tables

Village Green

Ave., Keswick

Lighting

Maintained in good condition.

(Ward 2) > Garbage bins
> Signage
> Baseball diamond The parking lot and baseball
> Pavilion diamond are in good condition.
3.38 > Parking lot Minor flooding in the baseball
Belhaven Hall > Benches and picnic tables diamonds.
) Park 25202 Warden ,  Garbage bins Missing features include stairs
Neighbourhood ~ Ave. Belhaven - gjgnage and ramp down the hill to make
Park (Ward 3) the baseball diamond more
accessible, electrical outlets in
the pavilion for baseball and
bocce teams.
> Baseball diamond Good condition
> Soccer/field hockey and Community space but could also
lacrosse fields be a destination.
> Basketball/Volleyball court Archery and lawn bowling
> Tennis/Pickleball courts Snowshoes and mountain bike
137.62 > Dog park trails.
o > Bike park/pump track
Civic Centre 26557 Civic High ropes challenge
3 (The ROC) Centrg Rd, course/ terrain park
Keswick
Community Park  (Ward 3) Splash pad
> Play structure
> Canteen
> Sun shades

Tubing and Skiing
Stormwater management
ponds

Pathways
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AREA (in

acres) &
LOCATION

AMENITIES

OBSERVATIONS

Electricity
Drinking water fountains
Portable toilets

> Washrooms
> Parking lot
> Benches and picnic tables
> Lighting
> Garbage bins
> Sighage
219 > Dog park Good condition.
Civic Centre > Pathways Good quality and well used dog
Leash-FreeDog  26815Civic  »  Benches and picnic tables park.
4 Park CentreRoad, . Garbage bins
Georgina Si
Open Space Area > Slgnage
(Ward 3) > Parking lot
> Splash pad Pathway, splash pad, benches,
> Play structure pavilion, and play structure in
Const. Garrett 197 > Pavilion good condition. o
. Styles Park 9 Strathgreen Pathways Well used and well maintained
’ Ln, Keswick > Portable Toilets
Village Green (Ward 1) > Benches and picnic tables
> Garbage bins
> Sighage
257 > Baseball diamond Fair condition
> Hall/building Good quality paved parking with
Egypt Hall & Park 756 > Parking lot one street light.
Village Green SmithBlvd, ., Benches and picnic tables Well maintained.
Pefferlaw . Lighting
(Ward 4) . Signage
199 > Dog park Good/fair condition.
Georgina Leash- > Pathways Good quality and well used dog
7 Free Dog Park 085 Lake > Parking lot park.
Dr. South, > Benches and picnic tables Unpaved gravel lot showing signs
Open Space Area  Georgina . Garbage bins of wear and tear, recommended
(Ward 1) . Signage to be paved.
Part of > Skateboard park Good condition.
Georgina Ice Sael(;ré];ﬂ(z ?g) > Hall/building Well used and well maintained.
g Palace Skatepark ' ’ Wgshrooms
Open Space Area 90 Wexford Dnnkmg e
pen sp Drive, Keswick Pgrkmg l(?t )
(Ward 2) > Bike repair stations

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN
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AREA (in

acres) &
LOCATION

AMENITIES

Play structure

OBSERVATIONS

Fair condition

1.00 > Pathways Fully accessible playground for
> Parking lot young and middle- and school-
Gwendolyn Park .
9 " y 138 > Benches and picnic tables aged children.
Village Green Gwendolyn. Lighting Lots of maintained and mowed
Blvd., Keswick , grass.
q > Garbage bins ) _
(Ward 2) S Extensive paved and well-lit
’ gnage !
parking
> Baseball diamond Fair condition
> Play structure Some minor flooding on baseball
Highcastle Park 7.38 > Pathways diamond and trails.
10 12 Highcastle Portable toilets Nice lawns and playground.
Neighbourhood Ave. Keswick Parking lot
Park (Ward 3) > Benches and picnic tables
> Garbage bins
> Signage
1.42 > Play structure Fair condition
Hollywood Park 1 c g > Benches and picnic tables Well-maintained
1 . amwoo > Garbage bins
Village Green Dr., Keswick S
(Ward 1) > 'gnage
) 0.97 > Pavilion Fair condition
Jackson's Point > Pathways Well-maintained
12 Parkette 21093 Dalton »  Benches and picnic tables
Village Green Rd. Jackson's , - Garbage bins
Point (Ward 4) | Lighting
> Basketball court Relatively new and in great
> Splash pad condition.
> Play structure Diverse amenities, well-
> Outdoor exercise maintained.
12.38 equipment Lighting around main section
13 53 ponds property.
A Timberbank ‘
Community Park Sq., Georgina Pathways Parking lot
(Wzlard 4) > Benches and picnic tables
> Lighting
> Garbage bins
> Signage
> Pauvilion
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AREA (in

acres) &
LOCATION

AMENITIES

OBSERVATIONS

Keswick Centre 7.43 > Pathways Good/fair condition.
Trail & Pleasant 80 B > Benches and picnic tables Paved walking trail with benches.
14 Woods Park Iscayne '
Blvd, Keswick Signage
Open Space Area  (Ward 2)
412 > Play structure Good/fair condition.
Kin Park > Pathways Playground and mowed grass
15 ’ 42 WestSt, ,  woodlot area in good condition, rest of
Village Green  Sutton . Benches and picnic tables park is inaccessible forest with
(Ward 4) no visible trail.
3.21 > Baseball diamond Fair condition
Kingsway Garden 0 > Soccer field Half the trail is paved and
> Path accessible and the other half is
16 Neighbourhood  QOakmeadow Gat bwaysé). unpaved.
Park Blvd., Keswick Aar agebins
(Ward 2) > Signage
513 > Baseball diamond Good/fair condition.
Lakeside Park 46 The > Washrooms Baseball diamond, playground
Queenswa > Pathways and mowed grass area in good
7 Neighbourhood y > Benches and picnic tables condition, connected to school,
Park North,. s Garbage bins some trails.
Georgina arbag
(Ward 3) > Signage
0.74 > Play structure Paved linear walking trail.
Lorne Park - St > Washrooms Good condition
18 orne St, > . o
Village Green Georgina Parking lot Well-maintained
(Ward 4)
0.98 > Garbage bins Good/fair condition.
Medina Park > Signage Accessible for walking dogs. No
19 275 Medina park name sign.
Open Space Area  Dr,, Keswick
(Ward 3)
> Stormwater management No walkway to go down to the
ponds river.
0.35 > Portable toilets
Mill Park Pond , i
20 4 River St Parking lot o
Open Space Area  Sutton > Bgnches and picnic tables
(Ward 4) > Lighting

Garbage bins
Signage

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN
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AREA (in

acres) & AMENITIES OBSERVATIONS
LOCATION
3.46 > Pathways Adjacent to high school.
Oakmeadow 0 > Benches and picnic tables
Park N i
21 Oakmeadow (SS'arbage bins
Village Green Blvd., Keswick 'gnage
(Ward 2)
0.60 > Cenotaph memorial Adults or seniors looking to visit
Peace Park . > Parking lot the memorial or enjoy the small
22 36 ngh St, > Signage gardens are user group.
Open Space Area  Georgina Extended roadside parking.
(Ward 4)
ferl 0.80 > Benches and picnic tables Fair condition
Pe e; a‘?’( Dam > Garbage bins Safe, no signs about water safety
23 ar 219 Pefferlaw ,  Signage except for the dam.
Open Space Area  Rd- Pefferlaw . pathways
(Ward 5)
> Baseball diamond Well maintained and well used by
> Soccer field the community.
> Basketball court Good condition.
> Tennis/pickleball court Lighting found at facilities, not
> Skate park/pump track along the trail.
2900 > Covered rink/dry pad Challenge course is pump track.
> Outdoor exercise Community beside the library.
Pefferlaw Park 33 pete's equipment
24 Lane > Community garden
Community Park ' y9
Pefferlaw 5 Washrooms
(Ward 5) > Pathways
> Parking lot
> Benches and picnic tables
> Lighting
> Garbage bins
> Signage
0.75 > Pavilion Pavillion needs paint.
c Port BO_ItStilr " > Parking lot Light needs repair.
25 om"::ua'::(y a 31416 Lake . Benches and picnic tables
Port Bolster :
Open Space Area > Signage
perep (Ward 5) onag
338 > Basketball court Good condition
Richmond Park 4 > Play structure
26 23 Arlington ., Stormwater management
Village Green Dr., Keswick ponds
(Ward 2) > Pathways

39



4 | PARKLAND OVERVIEW

AREA (in

acres) & AMENITIES
LOCATION

OBSERVATIONS

Benches and picnic tables
Garbage bins
Signhage

Baseball diamond

Good condition.

14.79
Sutton Multi-use Play structure Street side is used as a
- Facility 5279 Black Parking lot community center for salvation
River Rd., Lighting army/Sutton Youth Center.
Community Park  Sutton Garbage bins
(Ward 4) Signage
0.28 Location of significance in the
Sutton Parkette . historic downtown Sutton.
. P tabl .
28 114 High St, |crll|.c a| ©s Currently defined and maintained
Road End Sutton Parking lot as a road end.
(Ward 4)
Skatepark Accessible
Community Garden Decent/fair condition
The Link 8.82 Artificial turf Lighting in parking lot.
Parking lot
29 : 20849 Dalton o
Neighbourhood o /"o v > Benches and picnic tables
park West (Ward 4) > Lighting
> Garbage bins
> Signage
> Baseball diamond > Good condition
> Play structure > Baseball diamond well
Thornlodge Park 5.59 > Stormwater management maintained.
) 117 Joe Dales ponas
30 Neighbourhood Dr, Georgina Portable Washrooms
Park (Ward 1) > Pathways
> Garbage bins
> Signage
> Baseball diamond > Fair condition
> Basketball court
Udora Hall Park > > Tennis court
P Play structure
37 . 24 Victoria i
Neighbourhood Rd. Udora Hall building
Park (Ward 5) > Parking lot
> Signage
> Benches and picnic tables
0.18 > Pavilion > Great condition, well maintained.
39 Uptown Keswick - > Pathways
Parkette N > Benches and picnic tables
Queensway
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AREA (in

acres) & AMENITIES OBSERVATIONS
LOCATION
South, Signage
Open Space Area  Keswick Garbage bins
(Ward 2)
0.98 Intentionally left blank. > Intentionally left blank.
Virginia 28788
33  Community Hall Highway 48,
Park Pefferlaw
(Ward 5)
6.05 Play structure > No accessible trail provided for
. Benches and picnic tables playground.
5 Vista Park anzrli/\ﬁ;[ghts Garbage bins > Playground not visible from
Village Green : : Signage roadway.
Georgina
(Ward 1)
Baseball diamonds > Soccer fields (2), baseball
39 54 Soccer fields diamonds (3) and parking lots (2)
' Play structure prone to flodding.
West Park 1210 Portable toilets > Lighting on baseball diamond.
% Community Park Ravenshog Parking lot
Rd., Georgina Benches and picnic tables
(Ward 1) Garbage bins
Signage
Basketball court > Well maintained.
Beach volleyball court
Baseball diamond
Tennis court
10.11 Splash pad
Whipper Watson Picnic shelter/pavillion
36 Park 153 Carrick Play structure
Community Park Ave., Keswick Benches and picnic tables
(Ward 2) Portable washrooms
Pathways
Lighting
Garbage bins
Signage
111 Basketball court > Good condition
Wyndham Park Play structure
37 21 Wyndham Benches and picnic tables
Village Green Circle Garbage bins
(Ward 4) Signage

Note: Please refer to the Waterfront Master Plan (2023) for a detailed inventory of all Waterfront Parks.
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Note - Waterfront Parks are
included within mapping for
context. Refer to Waterfront
Parks Master Plan (2023) for
detailed inventory.

LAND OVERVIEW

PLANT B Town of Georgina Parks (1) Bayview Park Georgina Ice Palace (15)  Kin Park (23)  Pefferlaw Dam Park Thornlodge Park (37)  Wyndham Park
ZCE)EII:‘G?I‘I:A PARKS B waterfront Parks @ Belhaven Hall Park Skatepark Kingsway Garden Pefferlaw Park @ Udora Hall Park Cemeteries:
[ Parks Owned and @ Civic Centre (The ROC) @ Gwendolyn Park @ Lakeside Park @ Port Bolster Community @ Uptown Keswick Parkette Keswick Cemetery
CLASSIFICATION Maintained by Others - Highcastle Park Hall Park s _
@ Civic Centre Leash Free Dog Lorne Park . @ Virginia Community Hall Cooke's Cemetery
Park @ Hollywood Park Medina Park Richmond Park Park
@ Const. Garrett Styles Park @ Jackson's Point Parkette Mill Pond Park @ Sutton Multi-use Facility Vista park
@ Egypt Hall and Park @ Julia Munro Park @ Oakmeadow Park Sutton Parkette @ West Park
Georgina Leash Free Dog Keswick Centre Trail & The Link Whipper Whatson Park
@ Park Pleasant Woods Park @ Peace Park
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CONSULTATION STRATEGY

Community engagement is key in
the development of a new PMP.
Throughout the five-phased planning
process, the Town of Georgina

and Stantec proactively engaged
residents, key agencies, and the
broader public, recognizing that their
input is essential to the project’s
overall success. Through community
engagement, priorities for parks and
open spaces were identified using
various tools to better understand
community needs, values, and
aspirations.

The Engagement Program was designed to be open,
inclusive, accessible and multi-faceted, ensuring

that diverse voices were heard and considered.
Community input was meaningfully integrated into
the decision-making process to clearly communicate
how the feedback has influenced the development of
concepts and recommendations through the various
stages of engagement.

While consensus may be an ideal outcome, due to
the range of stakeholders and their varying interests,
the success of the engagement program should

be measured by how effectively community values
and priorities were developed and reflected into the
master plan, and how transparently benefits and
trade-offs have been communicated throughout the
process.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN
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Consultation activities over the course of the project
included:

1. A dedicated website was launched on the Town's
official website in June 2024 to provide project
information and updates.

2. Anonline engagement survey was made available to
all residents and Town staff in July 2024 to gather
input on parks and trails priorities.

3. Three (3) in-person workshops were held across
the major urban centres of Keswick, Pefferlaw, and
Sutton during July and August 2024. These sessions
were strategically coordinated to align with Town
events such as Canada Day, Pefferlaw Street fest,
and the Farmer’s Market to increase community
participation.

4. Anin-person workshop was conducted with Frontline
Town Staff in August 2024 to incorporate operational
insights into the planning process.

Help us create your

Parks and Trails
Master Plan gD’

This is your chance to shape the future of the Town’s
parks, trails and open spaces!

The Parks and Trails Master Plan will guide how we improve our parks,
trails and outdoor recreation infrastructure. Whether you're a pickleball
player, a dog walker or just someone who enjoys a good sunset, your
input matters.

Let us know what recreation
amenities you want to see in your park!

@ Scan to learn more or visit,
georgina.ca/ParksTrailsPlan BEG0Q
GEORGINA

An in-person workshop was conducted with Field
Users in September 2024 with representatives
from various sports associations, including
baseball, softball, and slo-pitch leagues, to better
understand the needs and priorities of organized
fleld users.

To raise awareness of the PMP project, banners
were installed at key municipal facilities including
the Civic Centre, MURC, and Keswick Ice Palace.

Posters were installed at 20 high-traffic outdoor
recreation facilities across the Town, such as ball
diamonds and pickle ball courts, encouraging
residents to visit the PMP website and participate
in the engagement process.

Promotion of project initiatives through the
Town's web page, social media channels, digital
banners on Town facility TVs, publication in
eNews letters, and natifications through the
Town's ActiveNet users list.

ma

M ///«5'
Openid Doors L]

Help us create your
Parks and Trails
Master Plan

This is your chance to

shape the.
future of the Town's Parks, trails
and open spaces!

arks. trais and
Imc Wro. Whether
2999 walkor o
990 sunseq,

30. Project Poster and®Banner at Municipal Facilities
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"

Help us create your
Parks and Trails
Master Plan

This is your chance to shape the.
future of the Town’s parks, trails
and open spaces!

‘The Parks and Trails mmr Plan MII
jide how we improve ou and

—

31. Project Bap
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WHAT WE HEARD

Public Survey

Overall Observations

Residency and Neighbourhoods: 98% of
the 224 respondents were residents of
Georgina. The majority lived in Keswick
(59%), followed by Sutton/Jackson’s Point
(23%), Pefferlaw, and Willow Beach.

Age Distribution and Household Size: Most
respondents were aged 30-50 (53%), with
38% between 50-70 years. Household
sizes typically comprised of 2-5 people per
household.

Park Usage: Approximately 40% of the
respondents were “weekend warriors”

who visit parks once or twice a week and
33% were “park enthusiasts” who visit

parks daily. Most common uses include
playgrounds (24%) and walking paths (30%).

Park preferences (based on frequency of use)

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

»

The ROC

Whipper Whatson Park
Sibbald Point Provincial Park
Julia Munro Park

Pefferlaw Park

Keswick Centre Trail and Pleasant Woods
Park

West Park

Thornlodge Park

Civic Centre Leash Free Dog Park
The Link

Primary reasons for preference include:

Proximity to home

Access to playgrounds and splash pads
Views and the experience of quietness
Multi-use sports fields and walking paths

Favourite park qualities include:

»

Cleanliness and maintenance

Safety and accessibility

Shaded areas and access to amenities such
as benches, washrooms, and picnic areas
Parking and trail connectivity

Desired additions to existing facilities:

More splash pads and larger playgrounds

Outdoor pickleball courts were highly
demanded across responses

Community gardens and park barbecue
spaces

Outdoor fitness equipment
Skate parks and climbing features

Winter amenities such as skating rinks and
cross-country ski trails

Improved drainage and shaded areas
Maps and signage

Seasonal provisions

Year-round pickleball courts

More ice rinks, skating trails, cross-country
skiing, tobogganing, snowboarding
Shaded nature- and water-based
playgrounds

Outdoor facilities at the MURC

Volleyball, bocce ball, baseball diamonds
Full size basketball courts

Activities for older children such as larger
slides and roller-skating

Frisbee golf, exercise equipment stations,
and climbers

Key Takeaways

»

Playgrounds: There is general community
interest in varied / enhanced play equipment
that is natural, accessible and / or provide
elements suited to older children.

Flood Mitigation & Increased Amenities:
West Park is an important park but is prone
to flooding. This affects park usage, in
particular for the soccer fields and baseball
diamonds. Improvements to West Park are
necessary, with uses that allow for flooding,
while still providing a range of amenities.
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» Outdoor Amenities at the MURC: Adding
outdoor amenities at the MURC to
complement its indoor facilities is highly
encouraged.

» Diverse Park Amenities: There is a need
for a wider variety of park features including
basketball courts, frisbee golf, bocce
ball, outdoor exercise equipment, and
community gardens.

» Four-Season Recreation: There is a need
for more four-season park amenities, with
greater opportunity for winter activities such
as community ice rinks, winter-maintained
walking trails, and warming areas.

Field Users Workshop

Field Conditions & Maintenance

»  Highcastle diamond continues to experience
water pooling issues; remediation plans are in
progress

» ROC diamonds are facing irrigation problems.
Water has been shut off, with repairs scheduled
for the new year.

»  Weed control remains challenging due to
restrictions on chemical use. The Town is
employing alternative suppression methods.

»  Geese activity is a persistent concern across
several diamonds, especially at the ROC.

»  Dumping concerns were repeatedly reported at
ROC Diamond 4.

Field Access & Scheduling

»  Field users are supportive of targeting fields
being fully operational by Victoria Day weekend,
earlier access is weather-dependent and not
guaranteed.

»  Permit holders may extend play past 10:30pm to
accommodate delayed starts, ensuring full use of
the 8:30pm time slot.

»  Holiday field use is permitted, but users
must refer to the Field Allocation Policy as
maintenance is not performed on holidays.

»  User groups are encouraged to plan for make-up
dates due to the increasing frequency of rain-
related cancellations.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

Infrastructure & Asset Requests

»  Requests were made to open select diamonds
such as the ROC earlier in the season.

»  Lighting enhancements were requested for West
Park Diamond 4.

»  Multiple user groups expressed a shortage of
diamonds, highlighting the need for additional
field infrastructure to meet growing demand.

Keswick Ladies Slo-Pitch League

Strong preference for playing at the ROC over West
Park:

»  Nearly all members opted to change playing
nights to play at the ROC.

»  West Park cited as undesirable due to bugs and
wet conditions.

Positive sentiment toward the ROC diamonds:

»  Members are significantly happier with the ROC
facilities.

»  Requested lighting for an additional diamond at
the ROC.

»  Future investment suggestions:
»  Recommended building new ball diamonds at the
MURC lands rather than upgrading West Park.

»  Suggested West Park be repurposed for walking
trails only.

Other concerns:

» League would consider playing in East
Gwillimbury if diamonds are unlit.
»  Preference for local playing opportunities.

Frontline Staff Workshop
Garbage Management

»  Frequent misuse of park garbage bins for
residential waste, resulting in overflow and illegal
dumping (e.g., shingles and household items).

»  Staff members recommended strategic bin
placement at trailheads and high-traffic areas,
mobile bins for winter accessibility, community
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education, and reduction of relocation of bins in
problematic zones.

Flooding and Drainage

»  Frequent flooding in parks such as West Park
and Hollywood Park is due to poor grading,
inadequate drainage infrastructure, and degraded
soil conditions.

»  Flooding in West Park is primarily related to
proximity to Lake Simcoe and the high-water
table. Drainage infrastructure alone is unlikely
to address the underlying flooding and drainage
issues.

»  Proposed suggestions included the use of
trench drains and regrading of affected areas,
restoration of old ditches, and the exploration of
stormwater management alternatives such as
tree-based filtration.

Tree Planting Concerns

»  Trees planted too close together of near
fences lead to maintenance challenges. A
minimum spacing of 20 feet between trees was
recommended to support long-term canopy
health and maintenance efficiency.

Park Placement in New Developments

»  Parkland in new developments often consists of
flood-prone areas, limiting usability.

»  Attendees recommended the allocation of well-
placed, accessible parkland. Additionally, there
was an interest in promoting green infrastrucutre,
such as tree-lined streets designed to absorb
stormwater.

How satisfied is everyone with the Town’s
parks?

Very
satisfied

Somewhat
satisfied

Ambivalent

Less satisfied

Not satisfied
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Which facilities does everyone most
frequently use when visiting parks?

Playground

Walking
Paths
Picnic
Pavilion /
Gazebo

Baseball
Diamond

Soccer
Field

Tennis
Court

Pickleball
Court

Splash
Pad

Skatepark
Dog Park

Others

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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EORGINA .
34. Public Engag [

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

Wayfinding can be
improved to help users
better navigate Town-
owned parks and trails.

More permitted fire pits
with seating around
them to accommodate
large groups and events.

More exciting playground
offerings, including more
soccer, rock climbing,
Skateparks etc. facilities.

Better utilization of
empty, underused
spaces.

Baseball diamonds
in parks are affected
by flooding and water
Issues, and are not in

great condition.

West Park in need of
major improvements and
better programming.

More natural space
and trails, more wildlife
corridors, and less
concrete.
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6 | PARKLAND ASSESSMENT

DISTRIBUTION & SERVICE LEVEL ASSESSMENT OF PARKS

The current service level in the
Town of Georgina is 3.35ha /

1,000 residents. This total includes
Waterfront Parks to support holistic
parkland planning across the Town.
A comparator assessment was
conducted for parkland in Georgina,
which determined the average
parkland provision for similar
municipalities is 3.17 ha / 1,000
residents.

Georgina’s higher-than-average parkland service
level provision indicates the Town's commitment

to providing high-quality outdoor recreation for
residents. The municipal parkland provision target

in the Official Plan is 2.25 ha / 1,000 residents,
including Neighbourhood Parks, Community Parks,
Village Greens and special open space areas.
Georgina’s current parkland provision level is above
the target identified in the OP; however, this higher
level of service can be attributed to Georgina's widely

distributed geographic area. Monitoring population
growth is important to ensure that the Town
regularly maintains and improves parkland within
Georgina and adequately meets the future needs

of the community. Table 5 compares Georgina's
parkland supply and service levels to that of four
comparable municipalities near Georgina, as

part of the comparator analysis for parkland. The
Town's parkland provision target is lower than the
current and target service level of most comparator
municipalities as well as the average parkland
provision. Therefore, the Town should consider
implementing a higher parkland provision target,
between 3.35t0 3.75 ha / 1,000 residents, to ensure
the service level can meet the resident’s expectations
for parkland supply into the future given the targets
for similar municipalities.

Future parkland supply will need to consider future
population growth in order to maintain or increase
service level. Table 6 provides the forecasted
parkland provision level in 2040, based on available
data for population projections and assuming that
parkland target provision remains the same. This
would place the Town below the average parkland
provision of comparator municipalities for the term
of this Plan. Therefore, additional parkland will be
required in the future as noted in Table 7.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN
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Table 5: Service Level Comparison, Parkland

2021 POPULATION
(Most recent CURRENT TARGET

available AL AR SERVICE SERVICE

census data)

MUNICIPALITY (Year)

3.35ha /1,000 2.25ha /1,000

TOWN OF GEORGINA (2020) 47,642 159.4 ha (55) ) )
population population
TOWN OF INNISFIL (2023) 44,326 149.8 ha (39) 4.0 he.‘ /1,000 35 he.‘ /1,000
residents residents
TOWN OF BRADFORD/WEST 42880 88.3 ha (29) 1.9ha/ 1,000 2.0ha /1,000

GWILLIMBURY (2023) residents residents

TOWN OF EAST 3.16 ha/ 1,000 4.0 ha/ 1,000
GWILLIMBURY (2018) 34637 1052 ha (404) residents residents

CITY OF ORILLIA (2014) 38,564 145.9 ha (40) 43 he.‘ /1,000 51 he.‘ /1,000
residents residents

AVERAGE ({Excludmg 40101 1923 ha 3.17 h_a /1,000 3.65 h_a /1,000
Georgina) residents residents

Note: Georgina's parkland supply includes Waterfront Parks to provide wholistic planning by the Town for all park
lands.

Table 6: Current and Future Service Level

FORECASTED

2021 PROVISION

TARGET POPULATION 2040
SERVICE LEVEL (Most recent

TOTAL CURRENT (Assuming no

PROJECTED

(Based on OP) available PARKLAND (ha) PROVISION POPULATION increase to
current parkland
census data)
supply)
2.25 ha /1,000 47642 150.4 ha 3.35ha/ j,OOO 62636 2.54 ha /1,000
residents population residents

Table 7: Additional Parkland Required to Meet Target Provision Levels (Scenarios)

ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
CURRENT DEFICIT / LAND (ha) TO LAND (ha) TO
SURPLUS (Based on MEET AVERAGE MEET CURRENT
Average Comparator PARKLAND PARKLAND
Parkland Provision) PROVISION IN 2040 PROVISION IN 2040
(3.17 ha/ 1,000) (3.35 ha/ 1,000)

ADDITIONAL LAND
(ha) TO MEET OP
TARGET PROVISION
IN 2040 (2.25 ha /
1,000)

CURRENT DEFICIT

/ SURPLUS (Based
on OP)

+52.3 ha (surplus) + 8.6 ha (surplus) 39.2 ha 50.4 ha +18.5 (surplus)
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SERVICE LEVEL COMPARATOR ANALYSIS

ThlS SeCtion presents a SerViCe |eve| The analysis provides insight into how Georgina’s service Innisfil, the Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury, the Town projections are further informed by the Parks Division
. i . levels relate to comparable communities, identifies the of East Gwillimbury, and the City of Orillia. It is important and Community Services Department’s vision for the
ana|ySIS Comparlﬂg Georglﬂa S current average provision levels, and highlights areas where to note that recommended service levels may diverge community.
provision of outdoor recreation Georgina aligns with or differs from these benchmarks. from the municipal average to reflect Georgina's unique
The comparator municipalities include the Town of recreation needs. These service levels and associated

amenities with those of neighbouring
municipalities in Ontario.

Table 8: Service Level Comparison, Outdoor Recreational Facilities

AVERAGE ADDITIONAL
CURRENT EFFECTIVE CURRENT SERVICE COMPARATOR RECOMMENDED CURRENT NEED FUTURE NEED
(POPULATION:

62,636)

FACILITY CURRENT SUPPLY LOCATIONS LEVEL SERVICE LEVEL (POPULATION:

SUPPLY SERVICE LEVEL

(1 PER X) (1 PER X) (1 PER X) 47,645)

Keswick

»  West Park (4)

»  Lakeside Park

»  Highcastle Park

»  Thornlodge Park

»  Kingsway Garden
»  Belhaven Hall Park

BASEBALL 17 Full »  Whipper Whatson Park (1 Tball
DIAMONDS 2 Thall 18 ) ThepRpOC (4+1 Thall) e 1 per 2647 1per3179 1 per 2647 0 6
Sutton
»  Sutton Multi-use Facility
Pefferlaw
»  Pefferlaw Park
»  Egypt Hall Park
Other Neighbourhoods
»  Udora Park
Keswick
»  West Park (1 + 2 Mini)
»  Thornlodge Park
» The ROC (4 + 6 Mini)
SOCCER FIELDS 9 Full 15 Sutton . - 1per3,176 1per3,106 1per3,176 0 5
12 Mini »  Sutton Multi-use Facility
»  De La Salle (1 + 2 Mini)
Pefferlaw

»  Pefferlaw Park (1 + 2 Mini)
Other Neighbourhoods - None




AVERAGE

CURRENT SERVICE COMPARATOR

RECOMMENDED CURRENT NEED ADDITIONAL FUTURE
SERVICE LEVEL (POPULATION: NEED (POPULATION:

(1 PER X) 47,645) 62,636)

CURRENT EFFECTIVE

FACILITY CURRENT SUPPLY SUPPLY LOCATIONS LEVEL SERVICE LEVEL

(1 PER X)

PICKLEBALL COURTS

12

12

Keswick

»

»

Whipper Whatson Park (2)
The ROC (6)

Sutton - None
Pefferlaw

»

Pefferlaw Park (2)

Other Neighbourhoods

»

Udora Park (2)

1 per 3,970

(1 PER X)

1 per 4,807

1 per 3,970

TENNIS COURTS

4 Full
T Multi-use

4.5

Keswick

»

»

Whipper Whatson Park (2)
The ROC (2)

Sutton - None
Pefferlaw

»

Pefferlaw Park (1 Multi-use)

Other Neighbourhoods

»

Udora Park

1 per 10,587

T per 5111

1 per 9,300

BASKETBALL

3 Full
2 Half
4 Quarter

4.5

Keswick

Whipper Whatson Park (0.25)
Richmond Park (0.25)

Julia Munro Park (0.25 + 1) The ROC (2 x 0.5)

Treasure Hill Park (upcoming)

Sutton

»

Wyndham Park (0.25)

Pefferlaw

»

Pefferlaw Park

Other Neighbourhoods - None

1 per 10,587

1 per 5,687

1 per 7,300

CRICKET

»

No cricket fields

NA

NA

NA

OUTDOOR
VOLLEYBALL

Keswick

»

»

Whipper Whatson Park (2)
The ROC (3)

Sutton

»

De La Salle Park

Pefferlaw - None
Other Neighbourhoods - None

1 per 7,940

1 per 16,825

1 per 7,940

LEASH FREE DOG
PARKS

Keswick

»

»

West Park
Civic Centre

1 per 23,821

1 per 33,649

1 per 23,821
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AVERAGE
CURRENT EFFECTIVE CURRENT SERVICE COMPARATOR RECOMMENDED CURRENT NEED ADDITIONAL FUTURE

FACILITY CURRENT SUPPLY LOCATIONS LEVEL SERVICE LEVEL (POPULATION: NEED (POPULATION:

SUPPLY SERVICE LEVEL

(1 PER X) (1 PER X) (1 PER X) 47,645) 62,636)

Sutton - None
Pefferlaw - None
Other Neighbourhoods - None

Keswick - None
Sutton - None
OUTDOOR ICE RINKS 1 1 Pefferlaw 1 per 47,642 1 per12,619 1 per 47,642 0 0
»  Pefferlaw Park
Other Neighbourhoods - None

Keswick
»  Georgina Ice Palace Skatepark
Sutton
SKATEPARKS 3 3 »  TheLink 1 per 15,881 1 per 20,190 1 per 15,881 0 1
Pefferlaw
»  Pefferlaw Ice Pad and Sports Zone
Other Neighbourhoods - None

Keswick
»  Whipper Whatson Park
»  Const. Garrett Styles Park
» The ROC
SPLASH PADS 5 5 »  Terry Fox Park (upcoming) 1 per 9,528 1 per 8,412 1 per 9,528 0 2
Sutton
» Julia Munro Park
Pefferlaw - None
Other Neighbourhoods - None

Keswick

»  Whipper Whatson Park
»  Belhaven Hall Park

»  North Gwillimbury Park

» The ROC
PICNIC AREAS/ Sution
Jackson's Point Parkette
SHELTERS/ 10 10 g 1 per 4,764 1 per 10,095 1 per 4,764 0 3

»  Jackson's Point Harbour

»  De La Salle Park

» Julia Munro Park

Pefferlaw

»  Pefferlaw Park

»  Port Bolster Community Hall Park
Other Neighbourhoods - None

PAVILLIONS




AVERAGE
CURRENT EFFECTIVE CURRENT SERVICE COMPARATOR RECOMMENDED CURRENT NEED ADDITIONAL FUTURE

FACILITY CURRENT SUPPLY LOCATIONS LEVEL SERVICE LEVEL (POPULATION: NEED (POPULATION:

SUPPLY SERVICE LEVEL

(1 PER X) (1 PER X) (1 PER X) 47,645) 62,636)

Keswick

»  West Park (under replacement)
»  Whipper Whatson Park

» The ROC

»  Highcastle Park

»  Thornlodge Park

»  Richmond Park

»  Bayview Park

»  Hollywood Park

»  Const. Garrett Styles Park

»  Vista Park

»  Gwendolyn Park

»  Wyndham Park

»  North Gwillimbury Park

»  Clarendon Beach Park

»  Glenwood Beach Park

» Young's Harbour Park

»  Terry Fox Park (upcoming)

»  Treasure Hill Park (upcoming)
Sutton

» Julia Munro Park

»  Sutton Multi-use Facility

» Kin Park

»  Sibbald Point Provincial Park
» De La Salle Park

» Lorne Park

»  Willow Beach Park

»  Bonnie Park

Pefferlaw

»  Pefferlaw Park

»  Egypt Park

»  Holmes Point Park

Other Neighbourhoods

»  Udora Park (under replacement)

PLAYGROUNDS 30 30 1 per 1,588 1 per 1,188 1 per 1,588 0 9

DISC GOLF 0 0 »  No disc golf courses NA 1 per 40,739 1 per 40,739 0 1
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FACILITY USAGE ANALYSIS

The following is a summary of facility
usage in Georgina, based on Town
Facility Booking Data from 2021

to 2024 and reflects only formally
booked usage. Over the past few
years, Georgina has experienced
arise in park bookings and a

decline in bookings for active sport
facilities. This trend may reflect
shifting recreation preferences, with
more residents seeking passive or
informal outdoor spaces rather than
structured sports activities. It may
also align with broader patterns in
community use, such as increased
interest in nature-based recreation,
casual gatherings, and flexible use of
public spaces.

Bookable Picnic Shelters: Demand for picnic
shelters that can be booked in advance has grown
significantly, highlighting a potential gap in available
sheltered areas. The Town could consider expanding
these facilities across existing parks to better serve
residents.

Facility Maintenance and Upgrades: As recreation
facilities continue to grow in popularity, facilities will
require more frequent maintenance and potential
upgrades to meet user needs, particularly due to a
growing demand for sports like baseball, pickleball,
volleyball, cricket, and soccer.

Outdoor Winter Recreation: The Town provides
Grade A winter amenities for a community of its size
and location including a free refrigerated outdoor
rink at Pefferlaw Lions Park and a man-made ski hill
and tubing park at The ROC. These facilities serve as
major revenue generators and community assets.
These offers are particularly notable when compared

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

to larger municipalities. Georgina’s winter amenities
are strong and well-suited to its scale, but there is an
opportunity to expand passive winter recreation, such
as flat areas with hose access for community-built
rinks, snowshoeing or cross-country ski trails, and
warming areas or fire pits for casual winter use.

Parking Accessibility: \While larger destination parks
offer adequate parking, many parks and trailheads
lack sufficient parking or any parking options.
Improving access to areas where there is a large
draw for residents across the Town could make these
spaces more inviting, especially for non-local visitors.

Park Specific Analysis:

»  Bellhaven Park, Jackson's Point Parkette,
Pefferlaw Green Space, and Mill Pond Park, have
SgeRan increased usage between 2022 and

West Park:

»  Ball Diamond 1 (lit) and Ball Diamond 3 (unlit)
saw decreased usage in 2023 compared to 2022.

»  Ball Diamond 2 (lit) and Ball Diamond 4 (unlit)
saw increased usage in the same period.

Whipper Watson Park:

»  Volleyball courts were well utilized in 2023, with
150.5 hours reserved.

»  Despite some use of the picnic shelter, overall
park and greenspace usage appears to be
declining.

Pefferlaw Park:

»  Picnic shelters saw a dramatic increase in use in
2023, with approximately 1,436 hours reserved.
This aligns with recent capital improvements
to construct a new sports zone, pump track
and skate park. Facility usage data supports
increased traffic at parks which are recipients of
investment and improvements.

The ROC:

»  Soccer fields and pickleball courts have seen
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»

»

»

consistent increases in bookings over the past
few years.

Other facilities, tennis courts, vertical playground,
climbing wall, archery, skating, beach volleyball,
and baseball diamonds, have also experienced

a significant growth in usage, suggesting a need
for expanded capacity.

Chalets and fire pits are increasingly popular,
indicating a demand for more picnic and
gathering areas.

Winter facilities (tubing, skiing, snowboarding)
saw a notable increase in use between 2021 and
2022, suggesting a growing need for year-round
recreation.

The Link:

»

The north green park, patio areas, and parking lot
saw increased usage between 2022 and 2023,
suggesting a growing preference for this location.

TR

. The I') Outdoor Activities
S— . — -

MAPPING ANALYSIS

The following maps offer insights
into needs and gaps within the Town'’s
parks and open space network. They
illustrate walkability, population
density by area, usage and areas
which are prone to flooding.

1. Population Density
2. Town Wetlands
3. 10-minute Walk from Parks

4. Primary Use
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SUTTON AND
' JACKSON POINT

PEFFERLAW

PLAN 2
POPULATION
DENSITY

0-38

39 - 841

842 -1825
1826 - 3229
3230- 52315

Parks and Open Space
(Municipal and Others)

This map overlays population density as people per square kilometre
with park locations across the Town of Georgina to identify areas that
may be underserved in terms of access to parkland. While parks are
distributed throughout the municipality, many are concentrated in low-
to medium- density areas.

Keswick is the most densely populated area in the Town and hosts
the highest overall number of parks. While park presence is relatively

limited within its core residential areas, most parks are within walking
distance of populated areas, offering reasonable accessibility despite
the concentration gap.

Sutton and Jackson's Point present a mix of population densities. Parks
such as Julia Munro and Kin Park are located in close proximity to
denser zones, but others are less integrated into residential clusters.
This highlights an opportunity to further embed green spaces within the

urban fabric as the Town grows.

Pefferlaw is a smaller, more dispersed community that primarily

falls within the low-density category. It has fewer parks compared to
Keswick and Sutton. However, some relatively more populated pockets
within Pefferlaw present opportunities to improve park access through
enhanced connectivity or the development of new green spaces.



PLAN 3
TOWN WETLANDS

B Provincially Significant
and Provincial Plan Area
Wetlands

Parks and Open Space
(Municipal and Others)

This map overlays parks with provincially significant wetlands across
the Georgina to identify flood-prone areas relevant to both existing

and future parkland. It supports resilient park planning by guiding
acquisition of parkland for sports facilities or year-round use away
from flood prone areas. Parks such as West Park and Hollywood Park
currently experience frequent flooding - this analysis seeks to minimize
similar risks and encourage passive approaches to managing existing
conditions.

g
h .
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10 MINUTE WALKABILITY

»

»

»

In Keswick, the parkland system does not show

any significant gaps in walkability to green space.
Planned parkland will be developed along with new
residential areas in the north-east and south-east
regions of Keswick. Several key waterfront parks also
serve the Keswick community.

In Sutton and Jackson Point, the central urban area
benefits from good coverage within the walkshed.
Peripheral zones will benefit from the addition of
parkland as lands are developed in the future. These
communities are well served by waterfront recreation
amenities.

Due to the spread-out nature of residential
development to date in Pefferlaw, a few gaps exist

in walkability. Areas along Pefferlaw Road between
Hwy 48 and Lindel Road and near Hwy 48 and
Riverbend Road would benefit from additional access
to walkable parkland as the area develops. Note that
Pefferlaw is surrounding by a significant amount of
private natural green spaces that helps to offset any
immediate needs for additional parkland.
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PRIMARY USE

Primary use represents the main use of
each park. Below are descriptions of the

various categories:

Parks Active Use: Parks that provide a form
of programmed recreation including exercise
equipment, sports fields etc. (13 parks are within this

category)

»

Parks Passive Use: Parks that provide a form of
unprogrammed recreation such as lawn areas. (11

parks are within this category)

»

Parks - Hybrid Use: Parks that provide both active
and passive recreation uses. (15 parks are within this

category)

»

PLAN 5 B Parks - Active Use
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Parks - Mixed Use/Hybrid
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6 | PARKLAND ASSESSMENT

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

This section provides an assessment
of parkland needs for the
communities of Keswick, Sutton &
Jackson's Point, and Pefferlaw. The
analysis is based on facility usage
data and public survey feedback,
highlighting current strengths,
identified gaps, and community
preferences.

KESWICK

Keswick benefits from a diverse and well-equipped
park system, including large community parks such
as The ROC and Whipper Watson Park. These parks
offer a wide range of amenities, including splash
pads, sports fields, and winter recreation facilities.
The ROC, in particular, provides tubing, skiing,

and skating, making it a year-round destination.
Additionally, Keswick is served by two leash-free
dog parks, enhancing its appeal to pet owners. West
Park specifically experiences frequent flooding
within sports fields and requires adjustments to park
programming and / or drainage improvements. The
MURC would benefit from the addition of outdoor
amenities to complement the indoor recreation
facilities provided. Community feedback in Keswick
highlights a need for more picnic shelters and shaded
areas, improved signage and lighting, and more
accessible and all-season trails, and upgrades or
expanded splash pad in Const. Garrett Styles Park.
Residents frequently use parks for walking, dog
walking, and family outings, indicating that passive
and informal recreational spaces are important
amenities within the community. The development
of Simcoe Landing provides an opportunity to
implement a community park with a unique
destination playground and splash pad.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

SUTTON AND JACKSON'S POINT

Sutton and Jackson's Point feature well-used parks
such as Julia Munro Park and the Sutton Multi-use
Facility, which offer diverse amenities and serve as
inclusive, multi-generational spaces. Park amenities
such as skate park and community garden at

the Link, and the splash pad at Julia Munro Park,
contribute to their popularity. There are currently no
leash-free dog parks, pickleball or tennis courts, or
full basketball courts within the area. The community
may benefit from the addition of these amenities.
Lighting and safety are also concerns, as some parks
lack adequate lighting in less visible areas.

PEFFERLAW

Pefferlaw is home to Pefferlaw Park, a highly used
community park, which provides a community
garden, skate park and pump track, as well as a
covered outdoor rink supporting winter recreation.
Picnic shelters are in high demand, with over 1,400
hours booked in 2023, indicating their popularity
among residents. The community currently does not
have a leash-free dog park, splash pad, or outdoor
volleyball courts. Pefferlaw Park may benefit from the
addition of these amenities. Community feedback
suggests there is a need for more lighting, additional
playgrounds and splash pads, and improved
connectivity between parks and residential areas.
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7| VISION

VISION & STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

Strategic Direction #1:
Develop a Robust Parks and Ppen Space
“To provide parks and Network

open spaces throughout
the Town to meet the
community’s growing needs
for accessibility, diversity,

Maintain, upgrade, and
modernize facilities and
amenities to meet current and
future community needs.

interconnectivity, and Strategic Direction #2:
inclusivity, through improved Encourage Active and Healthy Living
connections with nature
to promote community
engagement and active
N7

Promote physical activity,
recreation, and wellness
through flexible and accessible
year-round recreation offerings
in all communities in Georgina.

Strategic Direction #3:
Plan for Growth and Future Needs

To guide the establishment of recommendations for
the PMP three (3) Strategic Directions have been
developed:

Align investment in parks
infrastructure, services, and
amenities with demographic
changes and evidence-based
asset management practices.

5 : < ek
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8 | PRIORITY CAPITAL PROJECTS

WEST PARK REDEVELOPMENT

This redevelopment project aims to
transform the existing West Park,
including the surrounding trails, into a
more climate and flood resilient park,
while at the same time providing the
Town with a variety of accessible,
active and passive recreation
amenities. The proposed design
recommendations are based on the
following key considerations:

Frequent flooding of a large portion of the park
provides challenges in retaining all existing baseball
diamonds or accommodating multiple new
programmable sports fields. As a result, the removal
of three existing baseball diamonds is recommended.

To maintain the current level of service provided by
the Town, the following upgrades and additions to
baseball facilities are recommended:

»  One large diamond or two smaller diamonds
could be introduced at Julia Munro Park.

»  Lighting installation at ROC Diamond #4 would
extend playable hours and improve usability.

»  Asoutlined in Concept #1 for the MURC, a multi-
sport artificial turf field could accommodate
two baseball diamonds, offering flexibility for
seasonal and multi-use programming

»  Complete a Sport Land Needs Study to determine
the best approach for the addition of sport
facilities within Georgina.

Implementing replacement baseball facilities at other
locations within the Town is recommended prior to
the redevelopment of West Park, ensuring continuity
of service and avoiding gaps in availability. It is worth
noting that Georgina currently offers more baseball
diamonds than many comparator municipalities,
which reflects both historical demand and strong
community interest in the sport. These planned

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

upgrades will help maintain current standards while
adapting to evolving recreational needs.

The proposed redevelopment emphasizes flood
resilient open green space for unprogrammed play,
as well as naturalized wet meadow areas and buffer
zones to enhance the natural environment. These
features are intended to support a more resilient
landscape that can adapt to evolving environmental
conditions. Sports courts and building design will
have to take into consideration flood and ground
water conditions. This approach aligns with the goals
outlined in the Town of Georgina's 2025 Climate
Action Plan, which emphasizes sustainable land use
and climate-resilient infrastructure.

Recommendations for West Park include:

»  Existing U18 Baseball Field to remain (upgrade as
necessary)

»  Four (4) beach volleyball courts (allow for
tournament play)

»  One (1) basketball / ball hockey multi-use court

»  Four (4) pickleball courts (allow for tournament
play)

»  One (1) splash pad

»  Play area expansion and seating addition to
existing new playground

»  Open green space for unprogrammed play
»  Naturalized wet meadow and naturalized buffer

» 2m wide asphalt walking loop and accessible
pathway connections

»  Parking lot upgrades

»  Possible future 500 sg m washroom building with
covered picnic area

» Room for possible future court expansion

» Room for possible games additions, i.e., bocce
ball, ping pong, cornhole or chess, or outdoor
fitness additions.
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8 | PRIORITY CAPITAL PROJECTS

THE MURC

The MURC, opened in March 2024,
is one of Georgina's largest capital
improvement projects, offering a wide
range of indoor amenities including
a double gymnasium, aquatic centre,
walking track, and library maker
space. The Town has previously
identified the need for additional
sports fields and outdoor amenities
to enhance and expand upon the
MURC's indoor recreation offerings.

Option 01

Proposed outdoor amenities at the MURC illustrated
in Option 1 are designed to complement the indoor
recreational offerings, while also addressing current
and future community needs. These facilities aim
to provide flexible, multi-use active uses, support
youth and adult sports programming and enhance
community participation through accessible and
inclusive design. The inclusion of an artificial turf
multi-sport facility would provide Georgina with a
sport facility that allows for expanded use in the
shoulder season and a wide variety of programming
options.Multi-sport Artificial Turf Field

Recommended Option 1 amenities for the MURC
include:

» A multi-sport artificial turf field designed
to support extended 3-season use and
accommodate a variety of sports, including
baseball and soccer.

»  Two (2) full-sized soccer fields (100m x 64m),
with the option to convert into four (4) mini fields
to support youth programming and adaptable
scheduling.

»  One (1) U18 Baseball Field (90" baseline with min.
300’ outfield, south-east orientation)

» One (1) UT5 Baseball Field (80" baseline with max

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

»

»

»

»

»

300’ outfield, north-west orientation)

Dual-use capability of the turf, enabling two (2)
soccer games or two (2) baseball games to be
played simultaneously using a temporary outfield
fence, promoting efficient use of space.

A half basketball court
Junior / senior playground
2-metre-wide asphalt pathway connection

Parking expansion
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8 | PRIORITY CAPITAL PROJECTS

THE MURC

Option 02

An indoor sports dome is proposed as Option 2 for
the MURC site. This facility would complement the
existing recreation complex by adding access to

a four-season sports facility; enabling year-round
programming, training, and tournaments. It would
also enhance the Town'’s capacity to host regional
events and attract visitors.

This proposal aligns with the Multi-Year Accessibility
Plan by expanding inclusive recreation options,
particularly during winter months. It supports
coordinated efforts to ensure equitable access

to programs and services through school and
community partnerships that promote inclusive
programming. Municipalities such as Bradford
West Gwillimbury and Orangeville have successfully
implemented sports domes that offer flexible, multi-
sport indoor spaces. These facilities have increased
participation in youth and adult leaves, generated
rental revenue, and served as year-round hubs for
community recreation.

The MURC site has sufficient land to accommodate
a dome without impacting existing amenities.

A modular or air-supported dome structure is
recommended as a cost-effective, quick to install,
and scalable solution to meet future demand.

Recommended Option 2 amenities for the MURC
include:

»  Four season multi-sport dome which can
accommodate a variety of sports, soccer,
lacrosse, ultimate frisbee, volleyball, basketball,
tennis and pickleball.

» A half basketball court

» Junior / senior playground

»  2-metre-wide asphalt pathway connection
»  Parking expansion

Alternatively, the Town may consider locating the
dome at the Civic Centre or ROC, given its central
location within the municipality.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATION

The priority projects and
recommendations outlined in this
section are informed by public,
stakeholder, and staff feedback,

as well as analysis of municipal
comparators, outdoor recreation
trends, vision and strategic
directions, gap assessments, and
identifled community needs. These
recommendations include actions
related to parks and governance,
capacity building, collaboration and
partnerships, seasonality, and the
programming of active and passive
recreation opportunities.

These recommendations are designed to function
cohesively, recognizing that the Town of Georgina
is one of the fastest-growing communities in
Central Ontario. They also acknowledge ongoing
recreation planning and development initiatives,
such as the recently completed Waterfront Parks
Master Plan (WPMP). The PMP aligns with and
respects the recommendations of the WPMP,
without reiterating them here, as they are already
being actively integrated into the community. The
recommendations also do not include any projects
that are currently being developed by the Town within
non-waterfront municipal parkland.

Some recommendations within this Master Plan will
hold greater relevance for specific communities and
neighbourhoods than others. The recommendations
provided are not exhaustive; additional capital repairs,
operational expenditures, and initiatives beyond the
scope of this Plan may be identified and prioritized on
a case-by-case basis over its 15 year lifespan.

This Master Plan is intended to guide the Town of
Georgina in identifying and addressing community
priorities, setting a general course of action for

meeting current and future needs. While the Town is
not obligated to implement every recommendation,
the Plan serves as a strategic tool to support
informed decision-making.

The recommendations are based on identified needs,
which may not necessarily align with the Town's
current financial capacity. Each recommendation'’s
priority considers the urgency of need, budgetary
constraints and other factors that may impact
implementation.

Priorities set as part of the PMP should be revisited
regularly, particularly prior to the development of
key capital and operating budgets. Additionally, the
impacts of changing provincial priorities and policies
on these recommendations must be monitored,

as they may impact funding mechanisms such as
parkland reserve funds among other factors.

Taking all of these factors into account, the
PMP includes a total of seventy-one (71)
recommendations, organized into seven (7) sections:

1. Planning and Policies;

2. Parks and Open Spaces;

3. Programs and Services Delivery;

4. Projects, Staff, and Finances;

5. Building a Sustainable Community;

6. Partnerships, Promotion and Communication;

7. Monitoring.
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9 | RECOMMENDATION AND CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM

Implementation Strategy

The implementation of recommendations in this
Master Plan is guided by a structured strategy that
prioritizes actions over the lifespan of this plan,
based on urgency, feasibility, and available resources.
Simple, higher-priority recommendations should be
implemented sooner, while medium- or long-term
priorities may require extended timelines to support
the broader, long-term vision.

The timeline of recommendations is categorized as
follows:

» Ongoing - Years 1-15 of the Plan

»  Short - Years 1-5 of the Plan

» Long - Years 10-15 of the Plan

Further details on each recommendation, along W
with anticipated costs, are provided in this . e
section. It is important to note that all operation 42 Uptown KesWwick Parkette
recommendations are anticipated to be carried out )
in-house by Town Staff.

All recommendations are considered important
and, if effectively implemented, will contribute to the
enhancement of parkland, open space, and outdoor
recreation programming throughout the Town.
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Table 9: Recommendations and Implementation Strategy

RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

PLANNING AND POLICIES

Develop a minimum standard parcel criteria for parks when
accepting the conveyance of land as parkland. The Town should
develop a Parkland Dedication By-law, separate from the Official Plan,
that aligns with recreation and development trends, best practices,
and provincial regulations and policies such as Bill 23. During the
life of this Master Plan, provincial regulations and policies may
impact how parkland can be identified for conveyance purposes
through allowing landowners to select parkland based on provincial
criteria. In developing a Parkland Dedication By-law, consultation
with Developers and the School Boards should be completed as per
5.551.1 of the Planning Act.

The following provides examples of criteria when assessing land as
future parkland:

1. Land to be conveyed to the Town must satisfy the following

conditions:
»  Lands are free and clear of all legal and other
encumbrances.
1 »  Lands are continuous in nature meaning they are not $15,000 —

broken into multiple, unusable spaces or lots. Record of site
conditions should satisfy a Phase | ESA.

2. Landis deemed unsuitable when:

»  The land has been or will be conveyed to the Town for
stormwater management purposes, highways, roadways,
walkways, or other non-parkland purposes.

»  There is presence of natural hazards including flood prone
lands.

»  The location, grade and configuration of lands are
constrained or undesirable.

»  Having unsuitable or unstable soil conditions.
» Itincludes utility rights-of-way or easements.
»  Thereis contamination as determined by an ESA.

3. Applicant must restore the land to be conveyed as parkland to a
condition satisfactory to the Town.

The current target service level identified in the Town's OP is 2.25 ha
per 1,000 residents. In the next update of the OP it is recommended
that this target level be increased to 3.5 ha / 1,000 population, and
2 not below 3.35ha/ 1,000 In house

population, to better align with Town'’s current service level and
ensure it's ahility to meet the future needs of the Town's growing
population.
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9 | RECOMMENDATION AND CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM

RECOMMENDATIONS

BUDGET PRIORITY

As part of the overall planning of the community, improve digital
planning tools by consolidating the existing recreation layers in
the Town's GIS system with the lot and parcel boundaries, providing
defined blocks of land for each park and open space. Currently, some
parks within the GIS data are not following parcels boundaries and
may be divided by other GIS data. Multiple parcels that make up a
park should also be combined into one parcel. An up-to-date planning
tool aligned with municipal parcel fabric will provide the ability to
highlight opportunities and constraints at time of reviewing proposals
from developers.

Create a formalized application process for residents and
community groups looking to suggest new recreation activities
and/or amenities based on new recreation trends and needs. This
process puts the responsibility on the residents and community
groups to provide rationale for new opportunities they wish to
see developed by the Town. Each request submitted to the Town
should include the justification and feasibility of the project by

4 providing research, and analysis demonstrating the need for the
new recreation activities and/or amenities and the interest of a
large group of the community to the discretion of municipal staff.
Based on the justification and information provided by the residents
and/or community groups, the Town would make the final decision
on whether the application is approved, and the request may be
considered to move forward and be integrated to recreation services
provided by the Town.

The Town should review the updated population projections
provided by Statistic Canada when available and re-align, as
needed, the recommended service level targets for recreation

5 and parks services as the Town's population increases. This review
will ensure that the service level targets identified within this Master
Plan comply with future population forecasts for the duration of this
Master Plan.

To shape the future of parks and open spaces in Georgina,
consider establishing a formal Parks Development Manual. This
Development Manual will help support the future of the recreation
system and assist with future Town-wide strategies for growth
and improvements. This Development Manual should also focus
on proximity of parkland to residents who will use them and on
connecting residents to parks, amenities, and schools.

The following factors are recommended to be considered and
6 included in such Manual:

a. The establishment of a hierarchy of spaces and amenities for
a diverse, multi-functional, four-season usage. The hierarchy of
spaces should be based on size of parkland and should consider
typical hierarchy including parkette, neighbourhood parks,
community parks, and regional parks.

b. The development of parks and open spaces amenities that are
diverse and reflect the interests of the community who will use
them.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

In house ONGOING

In house I

In house Assessment ONGOING
$30,000
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RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET

c. The establishment of frequency and diversity in types of parks
and amenities providing interest and variety for the community.

d. The development of outdoor recreation standards with
requirements for inclusive play areas, walkways, pathways,
seating areas, courts and sports fields, enhanced lighting,
fencing, shade requirements, and other outdoor recreation
amenities. These park standards will guide the development
and redevelopment of park spaces and provide consistency
across all parks; all new parks should be developed using these
standards. As park standards are introduced and life cycle
upgrades are made, gaps in current park amenities should be
identified and aging infrastructure should be replaced. Examples
of recreation components to be standardized include the
following:

»  Park signage should be provided at the main entrance of
each park including identification of the park and the civic
address; information provided on park signage should be
simple, clear, and accessible. The new signage standard
developed for Town'’s facilities should be used as the base
to create the park signage. Other park information such
as park rules and/or historical facts should be provided
on a separate signage; the use of a QR code for additional
information may also be provided to obtain greater
information on park dedication, park rules, and more.

»  Demarcated pathway crossings should be provided at
vehicular roadways where priority is on the pedestrians
and cyclists; pathway crossings should be safe, clear, and
accessible.

»  Where pathway lighting is required, lighting levels should
consider the environment and wildlife; lighting levels /
correlated colour temperature (CCT) should be maximum
3000K and be sky-friendly.

e. Astandard construction cost per hectares for new parkland
should also be established to guide the requirements for
new amenities based on size of each new park and provide
an adequate cost for the development of parks; the standard
construction cost per hectares should be reviewed every year or
every two years based on the construction market.

The Town should consider the following co-location principles

when opportunities or needs arise for new Community level

recreation facilities. These principles are in line with industry trends

of locating a variety of recreation facilities and amenities on one site

in order to create co-benefits for multi-use and multi-generational In house
accessible spaces, efficient use of funding dollars, as well as

improved user experience by centralizing facilities for ease of access.

Recreation complexes can often offer higher quality amenities and
provide for more efficient staff operation and maintenance.

PRIORITY

ONGOING
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9 | RECOMMENDATION AND CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM

RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

»  Upon consideration of a new facility or amenity, including
sports facilities, explore possible options for co-locating
such a facility / amenity at an existing municipal recreation
site.

»  Opportunities for operational economies of scale and
capital cost savings should be sought when considering the
specific amenities or facilities to co-locate.

»  Upon consideration of a new arena, swimming pool, or
multi-field complex, consider long-term plans for co-
locating amenities in one property. Prepare a master plan,
if appropriate, for the site to allow future amenities to be
planned for in the capital budget.

As the Town grows, consider the potential to add a ‘Town-Wide
Park’ category to the Town's parkland classification in the Official
Plan. Town-Wide Parks are important outdoor recreation venues
and facilities that offer unique special purpose activities. They are
normally located on arterial roads but may also be site specific or

8 based on venue features or environmentally significant lands. Town- In house
wide parks may also include sport tourism venues where a number
of fields provide tournament venues for the Town and attract visitors
through sporting events. The size of town-wide parks will vary,
depending on the function and purpose of the park, and may include
a range of indoor and outdoor facilities.

Implement recommendations in coordination with other related
Town plans and policies, including the Waterfront Master Plan
(2023), Climate Action Plan (2025), and Active Transportation Master
Plan (2026 - In development).

In house ONGOING

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES

Wayfinding signage including maps of the Town Parks Systems
should be provided at key locations such as the ROC, the MURC,
the Pefferlaw Sports Zone and Ice Pad, the Sutton Multi-use Facility,
10 destination Waterfront Parks. Good locations for maps include $100,000 ONGOING
lookouts, plazas, gathering spaces, trail heads, and picnic areas. The
maps will provide a clear understanding of where the user is located
within the Parks Systems, promote safety, and encourage use.

Providing equitable access to parks, ensuring that parks are

located within 400 - 800 metres (5-10-minute walk) of each resident
throughout the lifespan of this Master Plan and where existing
neighbourhoods and land uses allow for such.

11 In house ONGOING

Improve accessibility, inclusivity, and equitability in parks and
open spaces. Existing outdoor recreation amenities should be
12 assessed for their accessibility and inclusivity with a detailed In house ONGOING
list of required upgrades developed. Accessibility in outdoor
recreation spaces should address, as a minimum, bench types
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13

14

15

16

17

RECOMMENDATIONS

and their location, waste receptacle access, pathway surfacing,
playground surfacing, play structures, access to play areas, etc.

Shaded areas with benches and picnic tables should be provided
at key locations to provide shaded resting spaces for all. Shade
may be provided by a mix of canopy trees and / or shade shelters.

Develop a strategy to expand age specific outdoor amenities that
cater to adults, seniors, pre-teens, and teens. These amenities

may include horseshoe pits, pickleball courts, bocce ball courts, lawn
bowling, walking loops, basketball and volleyball courts, skateboard
parks, BMX tracks, fitness equipment, and obstacle courses. Where
feasible, amenities should be equitably distributed throughout the
Town. To further enhance youth and adult engagement, consider
complimentary features such as outdoor Wi-fi, food trucks, interactive
art and lighting, outdoor study areas, and social spaces.

In parallel, continue to offer and expand a wide range of recreation
programming for all age groups, increasing program frequency

to meet growing community demand. To ensure inclusivity and
affordability, review program fees and delivery methods, and consider
developing a subsidy and inclusion policy to reduce barriers to
participation, particularly for youth and seniors. Collaboration with
developers and schools is recommended to support implementation.

The Town should consider future needs and necessary park
upgrades in coordination with the regular maintenance upgrades
proposed in the Town's Non-Core Asset Management Plan. Exploring
efficiencies between the two will help balance the Town's needs and
priorities with scheduled upgrades.

Stormwater management ponds should, where feasible, be co-
located adjacent to parkland and recreation areas, integrating
pathways that connect to the active transportation network and
include amenities such as benches and waste receptacles. These
facilities should complement, not substitute for, required parkland
within a subdivision. The type of access (i.e. public) should be
determined at the initiation of the design of the ponds and engineered
appropriately; fencing should only be provided along property lines
shared with residential properties. All stormwater management
ponds should be planted with a mix of native trees, shrubs,
perennials, and ornamental grasses that have low requirements for
maintenance.

Four (4) pickleball courts by 2040 - The recommended program

for the redevelopment of West Park includes consideration for the
addition of four (4) pickleball courts to allow for tournament use (See
Priority Project # 1). Also, consider the addition of pickleball courts or
tennis / pickleball multi-use in Sutton.

Implement a minimum of two (2) tennis/pickleball multi-use courts
to meet current needs based on the recommended service level
target. The addition of these courts may be beneficial to address the
need in Sutton.

BUDGET PRIORITY

In house

In house

In house ONGOING

PART OF OTHER
CAPITAL
INVESTMENTS /
$300,000

$300,000 ——
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RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

Two (2) tennis courts by 2040 - Consider opportunities for tennis
18 facilities co-located with proposed sports facilities or to add to $300,000
existing multi-purpose facility.

Two (2) beach volleyball courts by 2040 - The recommended

program to redevelopment of West Park includes consideration Part of Other
for the addition of four (4) beach volleyball courts to allow for Capital Investments
tournament use. (See Priority Project # 1)

19

Nine (9) playgrounds by 2040 - New playgrounds should be
located to provide a maximum separation or service distance

radius of 500 metres (5-10-minute walk) for all residential areas

to serve youth needs at the neighbourhood level and encourage
walkable communities. A range of playground sizes, skill levels

and age ranges is recommended based on park classification (i.e.
Community Parks should provide expanded play opportunities and
enhanced accessibility features). Consider opportunities to provide a
destination playground as a part of the Simcoe Landing development
in Keswick.

20 $1,800,000 ONGOING

One (1) skatepark by 2040 - Location to be determined based on

21 community / park specific needs.

$900,000
Two (2) splash pads by 2040 - Consider opportunities to add a
splash pad in Pefferlaw, in association with key waterfront park
improvements, or multi-purpose recreation complex additions /

22 expansions. Also, consider opportunities to upgrade or expand the $1,000,000
splash pad at Const. Garrett Styles Park in Keswick and to provide a
destination splash pad as a part of the Simcoe Landing development
in Keswick.

Three (3) picnic shelters by 2040 - Location to be determined

23 based on community / park specific needs. $400,000 ONGoING
24 One (1) 18-ho]e disc golf facility by 2040 to a suitable natural open $30,000
park area within the Town
Implement a minimum of two (2) basketball courts to meet current
needs based on the recommended service level target. Consider
implementation of one (1) full size basketball court at West Park PART OF OTHER
25 (Keswick) and a half (0.5) basketball court at the MURC (Keswick) INVEQHIITQI\}TS/ —
as indicated in the priority projects. Consider adding ball-hockey $200,000
linework on full basketball courts to add multi-purpose usage
opportunities.

Implement two (2) additional basketball courts by 2040 - Add
basketball courts in new or existing parks in Sutton, Jackson Point
26 and Pefferlaw where appropriate. Consider adding ball-hockey $200,000
linework on full baskethall courts to add multi-purpose usage
opportunities.

Prepare a Park Master Plan and preliminary design studies for
the MURC to determine future park improvements (refer to Priority
Project #1). Relocation of two baseball diamonds from West Park
should be considered.

27 $200,000 I

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN 82



28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

RECOMMENDATIONS

Develop a sports facility at the MURC based on community needs
and in coordination with the Sports Land Needs Study (refer to
Recommendation #34).

Prepare a Park Master Plan and preliminary design studies for
West Park to implement park elements that are more suited to the
for high-water table and temporary flooding. Three (3) of the four (4)
baseball diamonds at West Park are recommended to be relocated to
other table land park facilities. The diamond located on the northwest
corner can be retained and upgraded. Implementing new baseball
facilities at an alternate location is recommended to be in place prior
to park redevelopment (Refer to Priority Project #2).

Redevelop West Park based on community needs and in
coordination with the Sports Land Needs Study (refer to
Recommendation #34).

Due to the potential removal of three (3) baseball diamonds located
at West Park and replacement with (2) full sized artificial turf fields
(See Recommendation # 27), the Town would effectively require
six (6) new baseball diamonds by 2040 to meet the desired service
level. Consider opportunities for a baseball and cricket sport
complex, and / or other co-located twin or tri-diamond facilities in
Keswick and in the eastern portion of the Town. Additional baseball
diamonds could be implemented at Julia Munro Park.

Implement five (5) soccer fields by 2040 - The program for
development of the MURC may include two (2) full size artificial

turf soccer fields or a sports dome. (See Priority Project # 1 and
Recommendation #28). A minimum of five (5) additional fields will
be needed by 2040. Consider opportunities for co-located field
facilities in the eastern portion of the Town for these additional fields
and provide a variety of field sizes based on community need. The
sport dome would also support the CAP and offering more winter
recreation offerings.

Implement one (1) cricket pitch by 2040 - Cricket as a sport

is increasingly gaining popularity in the Town and surrounding
municipalities. Due to the large area required for a cricket pitch,

land acquisition is required to be implemented. The location should
consider ease of access from transportation routes and proximity to
accommodations for visitors and tournament use. In addition, cricket
batting cages in a smaller existing park spaces could be considered,
offering residents an opportunity to practice the sport. Consider
opportunities for integration within a multi-purpose recreation
complex or a sports complex.

Complete a Sport Land Needs Study to confirm land requirements
and potential locations for additional baseball, soccer and cricket
facilities.

Re-lamp all baseball diamond and soccer pitch lighting to improve
existing facilities and keep them in good repair.

BUDGET PRIORITY

OPTION 1 -
$4,000,000
OPTION 2 -
$12,000,000

$80,000

$3,500,000

Refer to
recommendations
#29, #30, and #34

Refer to
recommendation
#28 and #34

Refer to
recommendation
#34

$80,000

$2,000,000
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RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

Upgrade baseball diamonds (backstops, irrigation and infield repair,

3 etc.) to improve existing facilities and keep them in good repair.

$150,000 ONGOING
Address issues with security and vandalism in parks in a timely

37 ) .
manner and as needed on an ongoing basis.

$150,000 ONGOING
Add lighting to the ROC Diamond #4 to expand usage and address

38 the need for additional baseball diamond capacity.

$1,000,000 I
Provide accessibility improvements in parks to maintain an

39 . . . . .
inclusive parks system on an ongoing basis over time.

$150,000 ONGOING
Resurface and repair park pathways as needed over time to address

40 accessibility and safety.

$300,000 ONGOING
Design new parks and enhance existing parks and outdoor spaces
with a Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED)
approach. The main objectives of CPTED include encouraging the
diverse use of outdoor spaces to help establish informal surveillance
within public spaces and promoting the presence of people in public
spaces in order to avoid isolated areas. A CPTED approach should
also consider how operation and maintenance zones for staff and
day-to-day activities are provided adjacent to parks and open spaces
and around recreation facilities. Operation zones include storage
buildings, outdoor storage areas for equipment, excess material and
furniture; adequate fencing should be provided to support good use
of the municipal spaces.

There are three (3) main principles when developing outdoor spaces
through the lens of CPTED and these principles should be combined Part of Other
41 to provide better safety for all users: Capital Investments ONGOING

a. Provide ways to encourage natural surveillance by increasing
the visual permeability, adding lights in strategic locations, and
reducing the presence of walls, opaque / privacy fence, and
overgrown vegetation.

b.  Provide natural access control of areas where the public is not
encouraged to be in, such as maintenance areas, by way of
fences, low walls, gates, and landscaping. It should be noted
a minimum of two (2) accesses / egresses should always be
provided in a controlled area.

c. Provide territorial reinforcement of the “sense of ownership”.
The territorial reinforcement is also encouraged with a multi-use
space where there is a diversity of activities and uses provided
to users.

Nothing in this Parks Master Plan is intended to limit, preclude, or
otherwise hinder the ability of Council to pursue local initiatives,
partnerships, or investments that support and showcase sport

42 tourism. While this Master Plan focuses on establishing a long term,
community based framework for parks, facilities, and recreation
services, it recognizes that opportunities may arise over the life of the
Implementation Strategy to advance sport related initiatives
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RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

that extend beyond the scope of this study and potentially beyond
municipal borders.

Accordingly, should Council identify a potential sport tourism
opportunity, partnership, or facility investment that warrants further
consideration, it is recommended that a Sport Specific Feasibility
Study or Sport Tourism Study be undertaken at that time. Such a
study would be intended to complement—not amend—this Master
Plan by providing a focused assessment of the proposed initiative,
including:

»  Anevaluation of market demand and alignment with local

and regional sport tourism objectives;

»  Anassessment of potential funding models, including
regional agencies, senior government, and private sector
contributions;

In house ONGOING

» lIdentification of industry, organizational, and community
partnerships required to support implementation; and

»  Anunderstanding of the scale of attraction, infrastructure,
and investment necessary to deliver the initiative in a
financially and operationally sustainable manner.

Undertaking a targeted feasibility study, as required, will ensure that
future sport tourism initiatives are informed by appropriate technical
analysis, financial due diligence, and partnership considerations,
while allowing this Master Plan to remain flexible and responsive to
emerging opportunities over its planning horizon.

PROGRAMS AND SERVICE DELIVERY

Continue providing municipal programming that promotes
opportunities for active living in alignment with community
43 feedback, needs, and trends, such as fitness classes, games nights, In house ONGOING
art classes, seniors / teen programming, and programming that
doesn't involve or require a team to play.

Continue to work with local associations and organizations to grow
and expand recreational opportunities that enable and support
unstructured, self-structured, and low cost activities, in addition
44 to local sports and other organized activities. The Town should In house ONGOING
not compete with local businesses and organizations to provide
programming but rather provide programming that fills in the gaps to
what is already being offered within the Town.

Request annual sport organization registration numbers to track
trends and identify / plan to fill gaps with Municipal programming.
45 This information can also be used to identify capacity issues for In house ONGOING
specific amenities that can inform the development of new recreation
amenities.

PROJECTS, STAFF, AND FINANCES
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46

47

48

49

50

51

RECOMMENDATIONS

Offer to host user group meetings to discuss issues and
opportunities related to service delivery, community needs, and
overall communication, with individual groups, or collectively when /
if appropriate.

Work with an experienced design consultant to complete feasibility
studies and conceptual designs for park capital projects well in
advance to be ready to take advantage of funding and partnership
opportunities as they arise.

Work with an experienced design consultant to prepare detailed
park designs that meet industry standards for the development of
parks and open spaces.

Explore opportunities for additional, reliable, and sustainable
funding resources for parks.

a. Review funding structure and related policies and bylaws.

b. Explore new joint use agreements with surrounding
municipalities.

c. Consider sponsorship opportunities (i.e. rink boards
advertisements, naming rights, events, etc.).

d.  Working with the Planning Department, review Development
Charges rates for new developments to occur in the second half
of lifespan of this Master Plan.

The Town should maintain a centralized list of park grant funding
received including past and contemplated fundings. The Town should
actively review grant funding opportunities from The Ontario Trillium
Foundation and The Association of Municipalities Ontario’s (AMO)
Canada Community-Building Fund. Additionally, the Town should
become a member of Ontario Grant Watch websites and applications
to receive notifications of local, provincial, and federal funds and
grants related to recreation.

As the Town grows, formalize and create new roles within the
Community Services Department and create a formal staffing plan;
such plan should include:

a. Succession planning, staff retention, and cross-training.

b.  Growth of staff satisfaction through creation of an awards and
recognition program.

c. Building staff leadership capacity by attracting and maintaining
qualified team members and staff who are passionate about
what they do and are committed to building a strong and healthy
community.

» Increase competency-based professional development
programs for staff to develop knowledge, to increase
capacity, and to grow their expertise. Provide new job skills
training to staff and internship opportunities for youth,
young adults, and newcomers.

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

BUDGET

In house

Part of Other
Studies

Part of Other
Studies

In house

In house

In house

PRIORITY

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING
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52

53

54

55

56

RECOMMENDATIONS

d.  Ensure staff members are adequate to support the
recommendations of this plan.

Review the Town's current park management and maintenance
standards to ensure existing standards remain current with
community expectations and growing parks network.

Continue to encourage the Community Giving Program to accept
capital contributions from residents, organizations, and service
clubs towards the enhancement of a park, facility, or component
thereof.

BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY

Promote the conservation of biodiversity through naturalized and
vegetated shorelines and waterways, and protection / enhancement
of significant natural features and habitats, including wetlands,
forests, and woodlands.

Support the establishment and operation of community gardens

in response to community need and interest, while minimizing any
impact on existing recreational uses. The development of community
gardens should be guided by a municipal policy that outlines
operational responsibilities and a clear process for community
involvement. Each garden should be supported by a site plan,
standard design details, and a formal partnership agreement renewed
every 3-5 years.

In alignment with the Town's 2025 Climate Action Plan, promote a
climate-conscious approach when developing new or redeveloping
existing facilities and amenities. This approach includes:

a. The provision of outdoor refreshing stations / amenities in parks
and open spaces and along trails and pathways including mist/
cooling stations, splashpads, access to beaches, water bottle
filling stations, and shade structures.

b.  The reduction of energy cost, carbon emission, and
environmental footprint.

c. Considering energy conservation and generation in the planning
of new amenities and facilities.

d. Reviewing day-to-day operations and the maintenance of
recreation facilities.

e. Incorporating more sustainable design features into the
development of parks such as bioswales, raingardens, and
pollinator gardens and naturalized outdoor spaces where
possible to reduce grass cutting requirements.

f. Utilizing locally sourced and sustainable building materials
where possible.

PARTNERSHIPS, PROMOTION AND COMMUNICATION

BUDGET PRIORITY

In house
In house [r—
Part of Other
Capital Investments ONGOING
In house
Part of Other ONGOING

Capital Investments
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RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

Seek opportunities to partner with not-for-profit and private
57 providers to provide expanded outdoor park recreation programming In house ONGOING
and events and assist with community beautification projects.

Consolidate the information associated to each community group
and association onto a single webpage on the Town's website so
that residents and users can easily find the information they are
58 looking for. The inventory should be updated on a regular basis by In house
each community group and association as an annual confirmation of
services provided. The Town should take an active role in updating
associations and groups data base.

Continue to involve the community and collaborate with local
agencies, community groups, and adjacent municipalities in the
planning, design, and upgrading of parks to include a variety in
scale that can serve the broader region and support the ongoing
59 development of the parks system. Public consultation should be In house ONGOING
conducted at the conceptual design stage of park projects to inform
the community about upcoming work and gather feedback on
amenities identified by staff and park designers, based on available
budget.

Continue to foster open collaboration between municipal staff,
local sports and recreational organizations, and programming
providers such that events and activities (one-off, annual, or
informal) will support community-wide involvement for all ages and
abilities while reducing service duplication or inefficiencies. These
organizations should be involved in the parks planning process and
be actively consulted so that programming and services are provided
in a comprehensive and inclusive way.

60 In house ONGOING

Maintain a close relationship with parks and recreation
associations and organizations such as Canadian Parks and
Recreation Association (CPRA), Parks and Recreation Ontario (PRO),
and Ontario Recreation Facility Association (ORFA).

61 In house ONGOING

Establish and maintain ongoing coordination with developers
throughout the development approval stages so that opportunities
to incorporate new parkland and/or outdoor recreation facilities are
identified early in the process, including strategies to incorporate
new parkland and associated facilities within the existing recreation

62 system and confirming operational capacity to maintain new parks.

In house ONGOING

Plans of Subdivision and other new development should provide
opportunities to promote the development of parks with trail
linkages to improve connectivity and enhance the recreation
system.

Collaborate with community organizations to support youth, older
adults, and seniors through age-specific strategies such as pursuing
a 'youth-friendly community' designation, providing dedicated
spaces in Town facilities, and coordinating inclusive programming.
Additionally, promote volunteerism by creating a formal intake
process, partnering with high schools to support student volunteer

63 In house ONGOING
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64

65

66

67

68

69

RECOMMENDATIONS

hours, and developing a volunteer recognition program to encourage
ongoing community involvement.

Review and update agreements with community groups accessing
community recreation facilities. These include community use of
schools, joint recreational use, lease, and minor groups.

Leverage emerging technology to improve communication and
service delivery and to promote recreation opportunities and events
offered by the Town.

a. Expand on the Georgina Interactive Trails Map to include park
locations, facility features, and amenities.

b. Increase use of a variety of social media platforms to publish
recreation and parks programming / events information as they
come.

c. Share e-newsletter with schools.

d. Create unique ‘hashtags’ or geolocations within Georgina to
garner attention.

e. Develop and post online promotional videos for special
announcements, engagement, and to promote events and
recreation project.

f. Engage an ambassador, who could be a volunteer, to promote
specific events, projects, and engagement.

Increase the promotion of existing programs and recreation
amenities across the Town, particularly at the MURC, the ROC, Sutton
Multi-use Facility, and Pefferlaw Park and Sports Zone. Increase
awareness of the high quality structured and unstructured recreation
offerings within the distinct communities in Georgina, focused on
respective targeted age groups.

MONITORING

Continue to monitor operating costs for facility maintenance and
schedule capital investments according to the life cycling costing of
the facility through internal resources.

On an annual basis, continue to evaluate participation, satisfaction,
and program fees including the space / amenities used to offer a
program. Utilize data from Town online booking systems and surveys
to respond to new trends and current gaps in programming not
provided by private entities.

Every 3 to 4 years, utilize the Town's existing Satisfaction Survey
framework to assess community recreation needs, gauge ongoing
performance to understand satisfaction with currently services, and
identify gaps in service delivery. Ensure that Community Services

is appropriately represented in the survey to support ongoing
performance evaluation.

BUDGET

In house

In house

In house

In house

In house

In house

PRIORITY

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING

ONGOING
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RECOMMENDATIONS BUDGET PRIORITY

Every 5 years, monitor service level targets to assess if the Town is

70 in surplus or in deficit of specific recreation amenities.

In house ONGOING

Every year, as part of the Town's regular monitoring and
71 maintenance programs, continue to assess the Town's parks to In house ONGOING
identify any deficiencies and opportunities for upgrades.

PLANNING, DESIGN AND CAPITAL WORKS SUMMARY

In the short term funding priorities The following assumptions are associated with
! budgets provided for each recommendation.

should focus on the replacement

and/or repair of aging infrastructure,

accessibility improvements, and

addressing current gaps in recreation

amenities. This includes items , ,

h | d | ment 3. For Capital Improvements, the design phase
Sucn as playgrouna reptace _e S, will confirm cost for implementation; design
basketball courts, baseball diamond considerations may reduce or increase project
improvements upgrades, and budget requirements.
pathway repairs.

1. Estimated budgets are based on 2025/2026
market prices.

Estimated budgets do not include Town's in-
house and administrative costs.
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Table 10: Planning, Design, and Capital Works Summary

SHORT MID-TERM LONG-TERM

(2031-2035) (2036-2040)

PROJECT TERM
(2026-2030)

1 Park Conveyance Standard $15,000
7 Parks Development Manual $30,000
11 Wayfinding Signage $20,000 $40,000 $40,000
17/18 Multi-use / Tennis Courts $300,000 $300,000
20  Playgrounds $600,000 $600,000 $600,000
21  Skate Park $900,000
22  Splash Pads $500,000 $500,000
23 Picnic Shelters $100,000 $100,000 $100,000
24  Disc Golf $30,000
25/26 Basketball Courts $200,000 $200,000
27  MURC Park Master Plan $200,000
28 I\AnrltliRﬁ((::izla_rrI;Irafn::iiel)lgvelopment - Option 1 Multi-Sport $4.000,000
28 MURC Parkland Development - Option 2 Sports Dome $12,000,000
29  West Park Master Plan $80,000
30 West Park Redevelopment $3,500,000
34 (S:ﬁglr(test )Field Land Needs Study (baseball, soccer, and $80,000
35 Re-lamp Baseball Diamonds and Soccer Pitches $1,100,000 $900,000
36 ﬁ?fszarléggiagond Upgrades (backstops, irrigation, $50,000 $50,000 $50,000
37  Security and Vandalism $50,000 $50,000 $50,000
38 ROC Diamond #4 Lighting $1,000,000
39  Accessibility Improvements $50,000 $50,000 $50,000
40 Pathway Resurfacing and Repair $100,000 $100,000 $100,000
SUBTOTALS $3,565,000 $15,030,000 $6,190,000

TOTAL $24,785,000
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A.1 PROVINCIAL AND REGIONAL
FRAMEWORK

A.1.1 BILL 23, MORE HOMES BUILT
FASTER ACT, 2022

On November 28, 2022, Bill 23 (the More Homes
Built Faster Act, 2022) received Royal Assent.
Ontario Bill 23 was introduced as part of the Ontario
Government's larger Housing Supply Action Plan,
aiming to build 1.5 million homes over the next

10 years. This new legislation results in a number
of significant changes to a series of planning and
development statutes, including the Planning Act,
Development Charges Act, Conservation Authorities
Act, Ontario Heritage Act, and Municipal Act. Some
of the changes to these statutes related to parks,
recreation and culture include:

Exempting affordable housing, non-profit housing
and certain attainable housing units from
development charges, parkland dedication fees,
and community charges;

Introducing a category of “attainable housing”
which will be defined in future regulations;

Developments of up to 10 residential units

are exempted from site plan control, with
architectural details and landscape design
aesthetics being removed from the scope of site
plan control;

The maximum amount of parkland that can be
conveyed or paid in lieu is capped at 10% of the
land or its value for sites under 5 hectares, and
15% for sites greater than 5 hectares;

Maximum alternative parkland dedication rate
reduced to 1 ha/600 units for land and 1 ha/1000
units for cash in lieu;

Parkland rates are frozen as of the date that a
zoning by-law or site plan application is filed.
Freeze remains in effect for two years following
approval. If no building permits are pulled in that
time, the rate in place at the time the building
permit is pulled would apply;

Landowners may identify land they intend to
provide for parkland, and if the municipality
refuses to accept such conveyance, the

landowner can appeal the municipality’'s decision
for refusal;

Lands that may be identified for parkland
dedication purposes now include land that is: (i)
part of a parcel of land that abuts one or more
other parcels of land on a horizontal plane; (ii)
subject to an easement or other restriction, or
(iii) encumbered by below grade infrastructure.
Landowners may also identify an interest in land
(i.e., POPS - Privately-Owned Public Spaces) to
satisfy parkland dedication requirements, subject
to acceptance by the municipality.

Parks plans to be required prior to the passing of
any future parkland dedication by-law (would not
apply to by-laws already passed); and

Municipalities are required to spend or allocate
60% of parkland reserve funds at the start of
each year.

While the full extent and impact of Bill 23 have yet
to be revealed, it will undoubtedly have an impact on
the quality and quantity of parkland that is conveyed
through the planning and development process. The
changes introduced by Bill 23 as outlined above,

will likely result in a decrease in parkland over time,
an increase in non-suitable land being conveyed as
parkland, as well as reduced municipal funding and
resources to invest in parks and recreation projects
and upgrades.

A.1.2 PLANNING ACT (2019)

In the Purposes sections of the Planning Act (ss
1.1), the Province seeks to integrate matters of
Provincial interest in municipal planning decisions.

It also recognizes the decision-making authority and
accountability of municipal councils in planning and
provides a land use planning system led by Provincial
policy. The recognized authority under the Planning
Act for the Council of a municipality, or a local board,
in carrying out their own responsibilities, is to have
regard to the various matters of Provincial interest.
The matters of Provincial interest which are relevant
to the development of the Georgina PMP include the
following:

The protection of ecological systems, including
natural areas, features, and functions;

The orderly development of safe and healthy
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communities;

The accessibility for persons with disabilities to
all facilities, services, and matters to which this
Act applies (including recreational services);

The adequate provision and distribution
of educational, health, social, cultural, and
recreational facilities;

The protection of the financial and economic
well-being of the province and of its
municipalities; and,

The promotion of development that is designed
to be sustainable, to support public transit and to
be oriented to pedestrians;

The promotion of built form that: is well-designed,
encourages a sense of place, and provides for
public spaces that are of high quality, safe,
accessible, attractive, and vibrant.

These interests outline only a portion of the overall
responsibilities of municipal councils, as these

items would need to be considered in conjunction
with other municipal aspirations and aims, such

as those to protect natural and cultural resources
and agricultural lands, promote development that

is appropriate and adequately provides the services
needed for members of the community. The Planning
Act provides several powers and tools that enable the
City to realize such objectives. These include powers
around the dedication of lands in new developments
for new or expanded park spaces, powers to

regulate the use of lands through zoning and plans
of subdivision, and the ability to establish site plan
control areas for certain types of development.
Additionally, the Act provides for the ability of a
municipal Council to appoint Committees and enable
certain delegated authorities to such committees
and/or Staff to deal with specific land use planning
matters. Some of these powers are discussed in
more detail in the following sections.

Parkland Dedication & Draft Plans of Subdivision

Parkland dedication, as discussed in s.s. 51.1 of
the Planning Act, allows the approval authority of
an application for a Plan of Subdivision to impose
a condition that land be conveyed to the local
municipality for “park or other public recreational
purposes”. An amount not exceeding 2% of the

TOWN OF GEORGINA PARKS MASTER PLAN

land included in the plan for a commercial or
industrial proposal could be requested or, if the plan
of subdivision is for the residential purposes, the
approval authority can request up to 5% of the land to
be conveyed.

Subsection 42(3) of the Act for the dedication of
parkland at the recently reduced alternative rate of
one hectare per 600 units for land conveyance and
one hectare per 1,000 units for cash-in-lieu if outlined
in the applicable official plan policies and supported
by a publicly available parks plan. In preparing such
‘parks plan’, the municipality shall consult with every
school board that has jurisdiction in the municipality
and may consult with any other persons or public
bodies that the municipality considers appropriate
(Bill 73 s.s. 4.2.a). In lieu of the physical conveyance
of land, the municipality may require a payment to the
value of the land otherwise required to be conveyed.

For applications for providing consent to sever lands
(e.g. severances), dedication of land or payment in
lieu can also be required by a municipality for ‘park or
other public recreational purposes’. To determine the
amount of the payment, the value of the land shall

be determined as of the day before the day of the
provisional consent.

Conditions of Draft Plan of Subdivision Approval
granted by a municipality can impose requirements
for land dedication, as described above, but also,
can require that “...highways, including pedestrian
pathways, bicycling pathways, and public transit
rights of way be dedicated as necessary”. Therefore,
in addition to the land area itself, conditions can

be imposed that consider the connectivity of the
Recreation and Parks to an active transportation
system throughout a community.

Community Benefits Charges (Under the Covid
Economic Recovery Act)

The COVID-19 Economic Recovery Act, proclaimed
in 2020, presented amendments to the Planning Act
and Development Charges Act regarding parkland
dedication. The Province concurrently released
Ontario Regulation 509/20, Community Benefits
Charges and Parkland, under the Planning Act.

The amended Act and implemented Regulations
introduced requirements for consultation prior to
passing a parkland dedication by-law and the ability
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to appeal by-laws that provide for an alternative rate.
A new subsection, 42 (4.26), requires that all current
parkland dedication by-laws that calculate parkland
dedication based on the alternative rate be re-enacted
by September 18, 2022, or they will expire on this
date.

Furthermore, the Act amends Section 37 of the
Planning Act to authorize municipalities to impose
community benefit charges against land to pay for
the capital costs of facilities, services and matters
required because of development or redevelopment
in the area to which the by-law applies. The charges
may be imposed on development that require certain
specified development applications and is limited to
higher-density residential or mixed-use development
(development/redevelopment involving a building of 5
or more storeys).

The Community Benefits Charges and Parkland
regulation under the Planning Act sets out the
requirements for a community benefits charge
strategy — a document which must be adopted prior
to a municipality passing a Community Benefits
Charge By-Law and sets the maximum for a
community benefits charge at four per cent (4%) of
the value of the land being developed. Note that the
above information was referenced at the time that
this report was written and may change.

Site Plan Control

Site Plan Control areas are established through a
by-law of a local municipality, through referencing
one or more land use designations or zones as a ‘site
plan control area’. Any person wishing to develop in
such an area would need to provide plans to show
the location of buildings and structures. Elevations
and cross-section views of the site can also be
used to display the relationship of the proposed
buildings to adjacent buildings, streets, and exterior
areas to which members of the public have access.
Municipalities can require elevations and cross-
sections views for regulating the following:

The sustainable design elements on any
adjoining highway under a municipality’s
jurisdiction, including without limitation trees,
shrubs, hedges, plantings, or other ground cover,
permeable paving materials, street furniture,
curb ramps, waste and recycling containers and
bicycling parking facilities.

Facilities designed to have regard for accessibility
for persons with disabilities.

While Site Plan Control previously allowed
municipalities to include exterior architectural design
and aesthetic landscape details within the scope of
review, they are now excluded due to changes from
Bill 23, limiting a municipality’s ability to influence
the exterior design of the public realm through

new developments. Regardless, Site Plan Control
ensures that new development is designed to be safe
and functional while minimizing potential negative
impacts on adjacent properties. The Planning Act
contains guidance to enable upper and lower-tier
municipalities to establish policies and by-laws

that adhere to the matters of provincial interest.

To outline how the matters relate to municipal
planning, there are a set of policy statements. The
policy statement that is applicable within the Town
of Georgina is the Provincial Planning Statement
(PPS, 2024). The provision of parks and recreation
services in relation to the PPS is outlined in Section
2.1.4 below. Furthermore, the improvement of parks,
recreational, and cultural spaces may be augmented
through the financial tools of the Planning Act, such
as Community Improvement plans and Community
Benefit Charges.

A.1.3 MUNICIPAL ACT (2001)

The Municipal Act provides the basis for each
municipality’s authority to govern its affairs as

it considers appropriate and to enhance the
municipality’s ability to respond to municipal issues.
The Municipal Act also lays out the spheres of
jurisdiction for upper-tier and lower-tier municipalities.
Municipalities can pass by-laws on the following
matters that relate to parks, recreation, and culture:

Economic, social, and environmental well-being
of the municipality, including respecting climate
change.

Health, safety, and well-being of persons.
Culture, parks, recreation, and heritage.
Transportation systems, other than highways.
Structure, including fences and signs.

These matters outline only a portion of the overall
power and jurisdictional spheres of municipalities.
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However, it provides an authoritative basis for
Georgina to create policies on guiding and regulating
the implementation and maintenance of parks and
recreation spaces within the City, such as land
acquisition.

A.1.4 PROVINCIAL POLICY
STATEMENT (2024)

The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) guides Ontario
communities in managing change and promoting
efficient land use and development patterns. On
August 20, 2024, the Province announced the release
of the new Provincial Planning Statement, 2024 (PPS,
2024), issued pursuant to Section 3 of the Planning
Act. The Planning Act requires all land use planning
matters “be consistent” with all policy statements
issued by the Province. The new PPS, 2024 replaces
the Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 (PPS, 2020)
and A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe (Growth Plan). The merging of
these planning documents creates a comprehensive,
streamlined provincial planning document to guide
matters related to land use planning. The following
review is conducted on 2024 PPS.

In planning for public spaces, recreation, parks,
trails and open space, the PPS, 2024 states that
healthy, active, and inclusive communities should be
promoted by (S.3.9.1):

a) Planning public streets, spaces and facilities

to be safe, meet the needs of persons of all ages
and abilities, including pedestrians, foster social
interaction and facilitate active transportation and
community connectivity;

b) planning and providing for the needs of
persons of all ages and abilities in the distribution
of a full range of publicly-accessible built and
natural settings for recreation, including facilities,
parklands, public spaces, open space areas, trails
and linkages, and, where practical, water-based
resources;

¢) providing opportunities for public access to
shorelines; and

d) recognizing provincial parks, conservation
reserves, and other protected areas, and
minimizing negative impacts on these areas.

These high-level objectives are relevant to the
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recreation and parks sphere in that they guide where
and how services are offered and managed within the
communities of a municipality. In planning for people
and homes (Section 2.1.6), the PPS states that:

Planning authorities should support the
achievement of complete communities by: (...)

b) Improving accessibility for people of all ages
and abilities by addressing land use barriers which
restrict their full participation in society; and

¢) Improving social equity and overall quality of
life for people of all ages, abilities, and incomes,
including equity-deserving groups

Section 3.1 specifically discusses infrastructure and
public service facilities. It notes the following:

Infrastructure and public services facilities shall
be provided in an efficient manner that prepares
for the impacts of a changing climate while
accommodating projected needs.

Planning for infrastructure and public services
facilities shall be coordinated and integrated with
land use planning and growth management so
that they are:

a) financially viable over their life cycle, which may
be demonstrated through asset management
planning;

b) leverage the capacity of development
proponents, where appropriate; and

c) available to meet current and projected needs.

Public services facilities, as defined by the PPS,
means: ‘land, buildings, and structures, including

but not limited to schools, hospitals, and community
recreation facilities, for the provision of programs
and services provided or subsidized by a government
or other body, such as social assistance, recreation,
police and fire protection, health, child care and
education programs, including elementary, secondary,
post-secondary, long term care services, and cultural
services.” As such, recreational and cultural facilities
and services that are being provided by the City,
should be coordinated and integrated with land use
planning to ensure alignment with Georgina's growth
management objectives.

According to the PPS, “Public service facilities should
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be planned and co-located with one another, along
with parks and open space where appropriate, to
promote cost-effectiveness and facilitate service

integration, access to transit and active transportation”

(Section 3.1.4).

A.2 MUNICIPAL AND REGIONAL
POLICY FRAMEWORK

A.2.1 YORK REGION OFFICIAL PLAN
(2022)

The York Region Official Plan sets out a vision to
create “Strong, Caring, Safe Communities” and
provides a comprehensive policy framework to guide
sustainable growth to the year 2051. It emphasizes
the development of complete communities that
integrate housing, employment, transportation, and
recreation.

Section 2.3 Supporting Complete Communities
outlines policies to foster vibrant, inclusive,
sustainable, and connected communities where
residents can live, work, play, learn, and enjoy a high
quality of life. Policies relevant to the Town's PMP
include:

2.3.10 That communities shall be designed to
provide an integrated open space network that
contributes to a sense of place and identity,
promotes physical activity and social inclusion, to
include:

a) A variety of active recreational facilities,
programmed parks and passive parks for year
round use;

b) Connections by sidewalk and/or trails;

¢) Meeting places, informal gathering spaces
and central squares that incorporate art,
culture and heritage;

d) Opportunities for urban agriculture; and

e) Connections to the Regional Greenlands
System, where appropriate

2.3.12 That local municipalities consult with
school boards to plan and design schools as part
of complete communities and to facilitate safe
school travelling by:

a) Centrally locating schools in communities
and adjacent to parks, where appropriate;

b) Incorporating pedestrian friendly site
design; and

¢) Incorporating active transportation and
transit linkages.

Section 3.2 highlights the role of the Regional
Greenlands System in protecting natural heritage
features through a network of cores, corridors and
linkages, supporting biodiversity and ecological
health. A key policy of relevance is that some uses
may be permitted on these lands, subject to meeting
requirements of the applicable Provincial plans:

3.2.5 e. Urban agriculture, recreational and
parkland uses on rural lands within the linear

river valleys identified in policy 5.3.5, which may
include serviced playing field and golf courses.
The location, range and types of parkland and
recreational uses permitted will be determined by
the local municipality through its official plan and/
or secondary plans.

Section 4.2 Community Areas emphasizes the
importance of establishing a Regional Greenlands
System that is connected to a network of parks and
Oopen spaces in new community areas. It supports
the integration of parks into the urban fabric to
enhance livability and community well-being. Section
4 4 Intensification highlights the importance of
access and proximity to local parks, transit, and other
services as a key consideration while planning for
growth and intensification.

The Regional OP establishes population and
employment forecasts, as well as growth and
intensification targets for York Region’s nine local
municipalities, including Georgina. These projections
inform future park infrastructure needs. A few key
projections for Town of Georgina noted in the OP
include:

Population and employment forecasts (2.2.1)
to be used as the basis for planning new
development.

2016 2021 2031 2041 2051
Population 48,600 49,100 56,500 65,500 70,500
Employment 9,300 9,400 12900 17,300 20,700

Purpose-Built Rental Targets (2.3.42) — Georgina
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requires a minimum rental target of 750 units
until 2051, with an increase of 250 units every 10
years to achieve a minimum of 1,000 new units
Region-wide per year.

Minimum Density Targets (4.2.7) — Georgina
requires a Designated Greenfield Area (DGA)
minimum density of 35 to be achieved by 2051
and implemented through the local Official Plan
and Secondary Plans.

Intensification Targets (4.4.10) — Georgina
requires a minimum of 2,700 units to achieve an
intensification target of 32% by 2057.

In alignment with YRP policies, the Town's PMP

will aim to address any gaps in recreational
infrastructure, improve walkability and access

to parks, recommend parkland acquisitions for
connectivity and support equitable investment across
Georgina’'s communities.

A.2.2 TOWN OF GEORGINA
OFFICIAL PLAN (2020)

The Town of Georgina Official Plan (OP) establishes a
vision for the Town's future, which guides its growth
and development over the short-and long-term.

It contains goals, objectives and policies for the
management of land use and resources, to provide
for orderly growth with consideration for compatibility
among land uses. The OP provides guidance on a
wide range of land use planning matters, to establish
an integrated approach for achieving balanced
growth over the planning horizon.

Section 8.2 of the OP contains policies that establish
a classification system for the Town's parkland as
well as the park standards for each.

Existing Parkland Classification for the Town of
Georgina, per Section 8.2.8 of the Town's OP:

(a) Community Parks — are intended to primarily
serve the broader community area and will be
designed to offer more play opportunities than
neighbourhood parks;

(b) Neighbourhood Parks — are intended to serve
local residents generally within walking distance to
local residential areas and will be designed to offer
active and passive play opportunities;
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(c) Village Greens - are intended to service
established higher density areas where the
provision of a neighbourhood park is not practical
or feasible and may have more of an urban
character. However, they are not intended to take
the place of neighbourhood parks in planned
future communities,; and

(d) Open Space Areas — are intended primarily for
passive recreation uses. They may be developed,
but should generally be publicly accessible.

Park standards for the for the Town of Georgina, per
Section 8.2.10 of the Town's OP:

(a) Land for Neighbourhood Parks shall be
provided in the proportion of 1.0 ha/1000
population and such parks shall have a minimum
area of 1.5 ha;

(b) Land for Community Parks shall be provided
in the proportion of 1.25 ha/1000 population and
such parks shall have a minimum area of 4 ha;

(c) No specific standard of provisions or minimum
size is recommended for municipally owned open
space areas. The size, location and provision will

be determined by need and function; and

(d) Village Greens may be as small as 0.5 ha, to
reflect their urban nature. However, such parks
should be planned as active use spaces that
facilitate active play for people of all ages (such as
playgrounds and walking paths).

Additionally, Section 2.2.8 provides the forecasted
population and employment growth for the Town as
follows:

2006 2016 2021 2026 2031
Population 44,600 52800 57900 63900 70,300
Employment 8,000 11,000 13900 17,400 21,200

The parkland policies, classification system, and
growth forecasts will be thoroughly reviewed to guide
the PMP in making informed recommendations.

A.2.3 CORPORATE STRATEGIC
PLAN 2023 - 2027 (2023)

Town of Georgina’s Corporate Strategic Plan
2023-2027 is a guiding document that shapes
municipal decision-making, resource allocation, and
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community development over a four-year period.
Developed through extensive public and stakeholder
consultation, the plan outlines a clear vision for
managing growth while preserving and enhancing
the Town's unique natural and cultural assets. The
plan is organized around five key strategic priorities
— delivering service excellence, ensuring balanced
growth, diversifying our local economy, creating a
vibrant, healthy, and safe community for all, and
advancing environmental sustainability.

To support the goal of fostering a safe, healthy, and
inclusive community, the Strategic Plan encourages
the creation of a parks master plan. This future-
oriented plan will guide investment and measure
the accessibility of parks, facilities, and services,
ensuring they remain inclusive and responsive to
community needs. The PMP will serve as a key
implementation tool for achieving the Strategic Plan’s
goals, particularly in areas related to health, safety,
environmental stewardship, and community well-
being.

Additionally, public input gathered during the
Strategic Plan process revealed strong support

for Georgina's open space assets. Over 90% of
respondents identified Lake Simcoe’s health,
community safety, and parks and waterfront access
as top priorities. More than 80% agreed or strongly
agreed that the Town should continue investing in
parks and waterfront areas over the next four years.
57% of respondents cited access to natural features,
such as the lake, trails, parks, and greenspaces, as
what they value most about living in Georgina.

A.2.4 KESWICK SECONDARY PLAN
(2019)

The Keswick Secondary Plan provides a long-term
framework for managing growth in Keswick, a major
urban centre in the Town of Georgina. Aligned with
York Region’s Official Plan and provincial policies,

it focuses on sustainable development, complete
communities, and environmental protection. The plan
covers approximately 1,720 hectares.

Section 13.1.6.4 highlights the importance of a
linked Natural Heritage System and Parks Network
as a core component of Keswick’s urban structure.
It includes policies on environmental protection
designations, overlays, environmental impact study
requirements, and the integration of parks and open

spaces.

Section 13.1.6.4.4 focuses on creating an inclusive
and connected system of public parks, open spaces,
trails, and pathways for both active and passive
recreation. In alignment with the Town's OP, parks are
categorized into community parks, neighbourhood
parks, village greens, and open space areas. Key
points to note based on the policies provided in this
section include:

While most land use designations permit public
parks and recreational uses, only passive uses
are allowed within Environmental Protection
Areas.

The Town seeks to improve public access to
Lake Simcoe through land acquisition and
development approvals.

Park development must respect the natural
landscape and minimize impacts on adjacent
uses.

Parkland dedication is required through
development, though environmentally protected
lands are excluded.

Municipal standards and studies provide further
guidance on park design and programming.

Privately owned lands designated as Parks and
Open Space are not automatically public, nor are
public agencies obligated to acquire or maintain
them.

Open space linkages—such as hydro corridors
and abandoned rail lines—are encouraged to
form a continuous trail network, enhancing
connectivity and passive recreation opportunities.

The PMP will review the spatial framework and policy
direction of this Plan to identify and prioritize future
park needs in the Keswick community.

A.2.5 SUTTON/JACKSON'S POINT
SECONDARY PLAN (2010)

The Sutton/Jackson’s Point Secondary Plan (OPA
140), consolidated in October 2019, establishes a
policy and land use framework to guide future growth
in the Sutton/Jackson’s Point area over a 20-year
planning period, to the year 2031. The vision for

this plan is grounded in several guiding principles,
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one of which is “to grow and develop in a manner
that protects and restores Lake Simcoe, the Black
River and the natural environment, and promotes the
creation of a comprehensive and linked greenlands
system.”

Section 13.2.2 outlines the Plan’s policies for a
sustainable natural environment, focusing on the
Greenlands System and Environmental Protection
Areas (EPAs). These areas are intended to conserve
significant natural features and ecological functions.
While limited low-impact recreational uses, such

as non-motorized trails, educational features, and
passive park use, are permitted, development is
otherwise restricted and must meet strict criteria.

Within the “Building a Healthy, Vibrant and
Sustainable Community” policies, Section 13.2.3.4
focuses specifically on public parks and open space.
It establishes a park system hierarchy comprising
Neighbourhood and Community Parks, with the
intent to create a well-distributed, accessible
network of parks that is integrated with both the
built environment and natural systems. The Plan
states that the majority of residences within built-up
areas should be served by either a Neighbourhood or
Community Park within an 800-metre radius.

Additional policies on Neighbourhood and
Community Parks include the following:

13.2.3.4.1 Neighbourhood Parks are intended to
serve local neighbourhoods within the community
and should be provided at a rate of 1.0 hectare per
1,000 persons, and shall:

(i) Generally be centrally located and within
10 minutes walking distance of the majority
of residents within the neighbourhood it is
serving;

(i) Not be less than 0.5 hectares, and
preferably 1.5 hectares, in size, except where
smaller parkettes, open space or village
greens are approved by the Town;

(iii) Be designed for passive and active
recreational facilities such as playground
equipment and the recreational needs of

the neighbourhood residential area(s) as
determined through more detailed planning by
the Town.
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(iv) Where deemed appropriate by the Town,
be integrated with other community facilities
such as schools;

(v) Have frontage on a local and/or collector
road, with a minimum 60 metres of
continuous frontage; and,

(vi) Where appropriate and feasible, be
connected and/or integrated with the broader
Greenlands System and Trails Plan shown on
Schedule D.

13.2.3.4.2 Community Parks are intended to
serve an individual community or series of
neighbourhoods and should be provided at a rate
of 1.25 hectares per 1,000 persons, and shall:

(i) Be located in appropriate and acceptable
locations as determined by the Town to best
serve the residents of the community;

(i) Be normally more than 4 hectares in size;

(iii) Be designed to provide both indoor

and outdoor recreational activities for all

age groups, including organized sporting
activities. Community parks may also

contain illuminated major sports fields, larger
recreation complexes consisting of arenas or
pools or other facilities as determined through
more detailed planning by the Town;

(iv) Where deemed appropriate by the Town,
be integrated with other community facilities
such as schools;

(v) Have frontage on an arterial and/or
collector road with a minimum 140 metres of
continuous frontage;

(vi) Provide adequate parking for the uses
contained within the park; and,

(vii) Where appropriate and feasible, be
connected and/or integrated with the broader
Greenlands Systems and the Trails Plan
shown on Schedule D’

Sections 13.2.3.5 and 13.2.3.6 further define Major
Public Parks / Open Spaces and Major Recreation
Areas. These designations differentiate parks
based on their scale and function. Major Public
Parks are intended to accommodate high-order
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recreational uses and expansive open spaces, while
Major Recreation Areas are expected to support
more intensive, active recreational facilities. The
implementation of these open space goals is
addressed in Section 13.2.9, which outlines tools
and mechanisms for securing parkland, including
parkland dedication, acquisition, and other means
such as servicing agreements, development charges,
community improvement initiatives, and site plan
controls. These tools enable the Town to expand and
enhance its parks system as growth occurs.

The PMP will review the spatial framework and
policy direction of this Plan to identify and prioritize
future park needs in the Sutton/Jackson’s Point
community. Based on projected areas of growth

and intensification, the PMP can guide the targeted
provision of open spaces, including pocket parks and
smaller urban greens to ensure that new and existing
neighbourhoods have adequate access to parkland.

A.2.6 PEFFERLAW SECONDARY
PLAN (2019)

The Pefferlaw Secondary Plan (OPA 70) provides

a comprehensive planning framework for guiding
growthth and development in the Pefferlaw
community. Section 13.3.4.4 outlines public and
private open space policies encouraging the provision
of public open spaces, parks, and recreational
facilities. Public open space policies include:

(i) n developing park areas, adequate lands shall
be acquired for open space purposes which
shall take into consideration the open space
needs of both existing and new development.
The possibilities of obtaining additional funds
for the development and maintenance of local
parks will be continually reviewed as residential
development occurs within the community.

(i) The Town endorses the concept of “linkage”
in the formation of a recreational and open space
system. Preferred areas for parkland acquisition
would be lands located adjacent to, or near

the Pefferlaw River or other watercourses and
required stormwater facilities.

(iii) As Pefferlaw develops, there may be the need
for the development of small parkettes or tot lots
(one or possibly two of approximately 1,400 -1850
m?2in size) with play equipment for residents in

the north-west and/or north-east (preferably one
on either side of the Pefferlaw River) areas of the
existing built-up area of the community. The Town
shall monitor the open space requirements of the
Pefferlaw community.

(iv) In subdivision applications involving the
dedication of relatively small areas of parkland,
consideration shall be given by the Town to the
availability and potential for the possible future
acquisition of abutting lands to enlarge such an
area. All lands dedicated to the municipality shall
be conveyed in a physical condition satisfactory to
the Town.

(v) The potential for the utilization of Crown

Land within the Pefferlaw community area for
passive recreational purposes such as cross
country skiing, nature trails, etc. should be further
investigated by the Town. These areas would
include the lands designated by Schedule ‘E1" as
‘PUBLIC OPEN SPACE" as well as Crown lands
located immediately adjacent to the community
area in the Pefferlaw Tract.

(vi) Where it is felt that the dedication of open
space lands is unnecessary or impractical, the
municipality shall be paid monies by the developer
to the value of such land required to be conveyed.
Such monies shall be paid into a special account
as provided for according to the Planning Act and
these monies used primarily for the purchase

of lands to be used for open space or park
purposes. Such monies shall also be used for the
development of these or other open space and
park lands for recreational purposes.

Additionally, Section 13.3.5 provides Environmental
Policies that include guidance for floodplain lands,
wetlands, and environmental impact assessments.

The PMP will review the spatial framework and policy
direction of this Plan to identify and prioritize future
park needs in the Pefferlaw community.

A.2.7 KESWICK BUSINESS
SECONDARY PLAN (2008)

The Keswick Business Park Secondary Plan (OPA
97), revised in 2016, provides a comprehensive long-
term planning framework for the development of a
major employment hub within the Town of Georgina.
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The plan envisions accommodating between

7,500 and 9,000 jobs, contributing significantly to
York Region’s broader employment and economic
development targets. The area is planned to attract

a mix of industrial, business park, and office-type
uses, organized around a structured network of roads
and fully serviced lands, with a strong emphasis on
environmental sensitivity and sustainable land use.

Section 13.4.3.4 provides policies for the Greenlands
System, which integrates environmental protection
areas, stormwater management infrastructure, and
public open space linkages. Key natural features
such as the Maskinonge River and its valleylands,
woodlots, wetlands, and environmental corridors, are
identified for protection and enhancement through
buffers, restoration initiatives, and development
constraints. It is important to note that the Plan
permits public access and recreational use within the
Greenlands, including passive and active recreation,
cycling and pedestrian trails, and educational or
interpretive spaces. This creates an opportunity to
align recreational and ecological functions with the
broader open space network.

Section 13.4.3.4.2 places particular importance on
open space connectivity, encouraging a cohesive
system of parks and trails that serve both ecological
and recreational objectives. It proposes the
development of trail and pathway networks that

are well-integrated with the broader transportation
and green infrastructure systems, ensuring that
active transportation routes are embedded within
the overall business park structure. Additionally, the
Plan identifies several tools to facilitate parkland
acquisition, including land dedication through
development approvals, conservation easements,
and land purchases. This opens up possibilities for
the PMP to establish clear criteria for land acquisition
and prioritize parkland dedication in areas that
enhance connectivity, protect sensitive features, and
meet long-term recreational needs. Environmental
stewardship is an integral part of the Secondary
Plan policies. Parks and open spaces located within
or adjacent to Environmental Protection Areas,
particularly the Maskinonge River, must be planned
and designed to prevent ecological degradation and
support natural restoration.

The PMP will seek to reinforce and build upon the
Secondary Plan’s structure to create a cohesive,
connected, and sustainable parkland system that
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balances community recreation needs with the
protection and enhancement of Georgina's natural
heritage.

A.3 ADDITIONAL PLANS,
STUDIES, AND STRATEGIES

A.3.1 TOWN OF GEORGINA LEISURE
SERVICES MASTER PLAN (2004)

A Leisure Services Master Plan (LSMP) was prepared
in 2004 for the Town of Georgina to establish a
comprehensive policy framework and strategic
direction for the provision of parks, recreation, and
leisure services over a 10-year horizon. The vision

of this Master Plan was to “...provide parks, facilities
and recreation programs to enrich the quality of life

in Georgina. A strong focus will be placed on creative
partnerships with the community and the protection,
enhancement and appreciation of Lake Simcoe and all
of the features of the natural environment.” To support
this vision, four guiding principles were developed:
Accessibility, Infrastructure, Partnerships, and Service
Delivery.

The Plan looked at socio-demographic analysis and
population forecases, leisure trends and activity
patterns, public consultation, inventories of parks
and facilities, and needs assessments and service
standards. In doing so, the LSMP captured a
snapshot of the context and landscape for parks,
recreation, and leisure services.

The LSMP identified identified several key issues
that shaped its strategic recommendations. These
included an emphasis on integrating youth services
into the planning process, the importance of
expanding the trail network, improving access to
waterfront areas, providing an equitable distribution
of facilities across Georgina's dispersed urban and
rural settlements, and the importance of monitoring
and responding to changing activity patterns over
time. On the programming side, the Plan identified
several barriers to participation, including limited
drop-in opportunities, the cost and location of town
facilities, a shortage of volunteers, and declining
registration in certain programs. These insights
underscored the need for more inclusive, accessible,
and responsive leisure services across the
municipality.
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A key recommendation for parks planning was the
incorporation of “Town wide and Special Purpose
Parks” into the classification system and an
increased municipal park standard of 3.75 hectates.
The Plan provides recommendations for trails, indoor
and outdoor recreational facilities, waterfront areas,
programming, service delivery, and implementation.

The recommendations of the 2004 LSMP will

be reviewed to identify which recommendations
were implemented and if any outstanding
recommendations are still relevant to carry forward
in the updated PMP. By conducting a similar
assessment through this PMP, it will be possible

to see how the community, as well as parks and
recreation in the Town has changed over time. It may
provide a general sense of what is achievable in a 15-
year timeframe within the context of Georgina, while
providing insight on how the evolution of the Town's
parks and recreation assets, have fared in meeting
the evolving needs of the community and residents
over time.

A.3.2 TOWN OF GEORGINA TRAILS
AND ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
MASTER PLAN (2014)

The Town'’s first Trails and Active Transportation
Master Plan was developed in 2014 to guide the
provision of active transportation facilities that offer
aesthetic, recreational, and utilitarian travel options
for residents and visitors throughout Georgina.

The plan establishes a long-term framework for

an integrated network of trails, pathways, and
active transportation routes intended to promote

an accessible, well-connected system linking
communities, natural areas, cultural destinations,
and other key points of interests. It outlines a

vision and goals focused on increasing the use

of active transportation facilities, improving

access to both urban and rural areas, enhancing
connectivity, expanding travel choices, strengthening
implementation processes, and identifying funding
and partnership opportunities to support future
network expansion.

Off-road trail systems are identified as important
alternate routes that make use of existing parks
and open spaces to provide safe off-road active
transportation connections.

The recommendations within this PMP, specifically
those related to trail linkages within parks, consistent
wayfinding across open spaces, and improved
connections to active and passive open spaces

are intended to complement the broader trails

and active transportation system. Together, these
enhancements will strengthen the integrated of park
spaces within the Town's overall network.

The Town is currently updating its Trails and Active
Transportation Master Plan. Given the interconnected
nature of the two systems, aligning the two master
plans will be essential to creating a comprehensive,
accessible, and user friendly open space network that
supports both recreation and active transportation.

A.3.3 TOWN OF GEORGINA
RECREATION FACILITY NEEDS
STUDY (2014)

Adopted by Council in May 2014, this study was
developed to assess the current and future needs for
the Town's recreation and park facilities and guide
their ongoing development. The scope included

both indoor and outdoor amenities, with a particular
focus on evaluating the feasibility of a new multi-use
recreation centre (MURC) to serve the South Keswick
Community. The study provides a comprehensive
overview of existing conditions and anticipated
requirements.

Recommendations for soccer field development and
enhancement included:

Partner with the Soccer Club to reconfigure fields
at De La Salle and Highcastle Parks to support
long-term player development.

Explore the addition of lights to one more full-size
soccer field at The ROC.

Discuss further upgrades at The ROC with the
Soccer Club, considering cost-sharing.

Prioritize building larger fields, if more are
needed.

Recommendations for baseball diamond
improvements included:

Assess the feasibility of lighting one more ball
diamond at The ROC.

103



APPENDIX A

Consider installing a batting cage in collaboration
with user groups.

Focus on future diamond development on adult-
sized fields with lights.

Assess the viability of recreational facilities at
West Park. If no longer viable, consider relocating
three lit diamonds and consult the public on
alternate uses for the site.

To enhance youth access and diversify recreational
offerings, the study proposed:

Plan a two-court complex for tennis and/or
pickleball in future parks.

Continue adding basketball hoops in new
community and neighbourhood parks.

Include small skateboard features in new parks
to improve youth access.

Apply a target of one playground every 800
metres in urban areas to avoid major barriers.

Adding one splash pad in Sutton by 2021, and
another by 2031 at a suitable location.

Incorporating these recommendations into the
PMP if not already implemented, is essential to
evaluate progress, identify gaps, and determine
which initiatives should be prioritized for future
implementation.

A.3.4 TOWN OF GEORGINA
FACILITY ACCESSIBILITY DESIGN
STANDARDS (FADS) (2017)

The Town developed Facility Accessibility Design
Standards (FADS) in 2017, updating the former
Accessibility Guidelines to reflect current best
practices in universal design. These standards are
grounded in universal design principles that promote
equitable access for residents and visitors alike.

The accessibility requirements are applicable to

the design and construction of new facilities, as

well as retrofits, alterations, or additions to existing
facilities. FADS provides critical guidance on ensuring
accessibility across outdoor environments. Key areas
of relevance include:

Accessible routes, paths, and corridors - These
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must meet minimum width, slope, and surface
requirements to accommodate mobility devices,
strollers, and pedestrians of all abilities.

Benches and rest areas — These must be located
adjacent to accessible routes, with appropriate
seat heights, armrests, and firm, level ground
surfaces to support users with limited mobility.

Streetscapes and wayfinding — Streetscape
elements must maintain minimum clear widths
and be placed to avoid obstructing accessible
routes. Features like benches, bins, and signage
should be cane-detectable, colour-contrasted,
and consistently located. Elements such as
tactile indicators, lighting, and visual cues must
be designed to assist individuals with sensory or
cognitive disabilities.

Outdoor recreational facilities - Parks, and open
spaces must include curb ramps, detectable
warning surfaces, and accessible amenities such
as washrooms, drinking fountains, and seating.

These standards will be reviewed to inform the ATMP
to ensure that all trail and active transportation
infrastructure supports inclusive mobility and aligns
with the Town'’s broader goals for accessibility.

A.3.5 TOWN OF GEORGINA
WATERFRONT PARKS MASTER
PLAN (2023)

The Waterfront Parks Master Plan (WPMP), finalized
in November 2023 and adopted by Council in

May 2024, provides a strategic framework for the
future development, management, and investment
in 16 waterfront parks and 27 public road ends
along 52 kilometres of Lake Simcoe shoreline. It
categorizes parks into Destination (7 parks) and
Community (9 parks) types, reflecting their scale of
service. Destination parks cater to town-wide and
visitor needs, while Community parks serve local
neighborhoods. The WPMP includes detailed, site-
specific recommendations for each park, covering
conceptual designs, land ownership, existing and
proposed amenities, natural heritage features, access
and connectivity, recreational and boating facilities,
landscaping and operational considerations, and
capital cost estimates. To guide implementation,
the plan introduces a priority scoring system, based
on infrastructure condition, community benefit,

104



A.3 ADDITIONAL PLANS, STUDIES, AND STRATEGIES

problem-solving potential, and economic impact. It
also emphasizes sustainable operations, economic
development opportunities, and improved public
access, particularly through publicly owned road
ends.

The PMP will be designed to complement the WPMP
by addressing broader municipal park infrastructure
needs across all park types. Alignment between

the two plans will ensure a consistent vision for
parks and open spaces, efficient use of resources,
cohesive planning and investment strategies, and
reinforcement of strategic municipal goals.

A.3.6 TOWN OF GEORGINA NON-
CORE ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN
(2024)

The Town's Non-Core Asset Management Plan
(AMP), developed in June 2024 in accordance with
Ontario Regulation 588/17, outlines strategies for the
long-term planning and lifecycle management of the
Town's non-core infrastructure.

The AMP provides a baseline understanding of the
current condition, lifecycle stage, replacement value,
and projected needs of these assets to support
sustainable delivery and inform future investment
decisions.

The scope of the Town's 2024 AMP includes non-
core asset categories such as facilities, parks, fleet,
equipment, active transportation infrastructure,
roadway appurtenances, urban forestry, and IT
assets.

Within the scope, the AMP evaluated 227 park-related
assets, including 55 parks, 52 sports fields, 73 park
amenities, and 47 parking areas, representing a total
replacement value of $65,785,000 as of 2023. The
average age of neighbourhood and community parks
is noted as 20.5 years, with an estimated average
remaining useful life of 54 to 55 years. Overall, parks
and sports field assets were assessed at an average
condition rating of 4 (Poor), indicating that major
components are physically deficient, not functioning
properly due to signficant deterioration, and likely
candidates for short-term replacement. The figure
below presents the condition assessment summary
by asset class.

mVery Good
® Good

Fair
 Poor
| Very Poor

Unknown

Figure 2-3: Parks - Condition Summary by Asset Class and Count

Key deterioration factors affecting park assets
include climate and weather exposure, aging
infrastructure, high foot traffic and usage, and issues
related to litter, pollution, and vandalism. According
to the risk assessment, 6.4% of park assets fall into
the high risk category, 68.2% into medium risk, and
25.4% into low risk. The four assets with the highest
risk scores within the Parks asset category were the
lit and unlit baseball diamonds and the full and mini
soccer fields located in West Park.

The AMP also outlines maintenance strategies and
activities, including regular inspections as well as
planned and unplanned preventative and corrective
maintenance processes.

Over the next ten years, an estimated $30.7 million
is noted as the required reinvesment in the Town's
park assets. This corresponds to an annual average
investment need of approximately $3.1 million.
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A.3.7 TOWN OF GEORGINA
TOURISM AND WAYFINDING
STRATEGY (2024)

The Georgina Tourism and Wayfinding Strategy

Is a comprehensive plan designed to enhance the
visibility and accessibility of key tourism and cultural
destinations across the Town. This strategy aims

to meet the diverse needs of residents, visitors,

and local businesses by improving navigation and
promoting local attractions. By implementing a
coordinated approach to wayfinding, the Town
seeks to strengthen Georgina's identity as a tourism
destination while boosting local economic activity
and visitation. It also aims to improve safety,
connectivity, placemaking, and a sense of community
through consistent, attractive signage that links key
assets and corridors.

Key tourist attractors identified include historic
downtown dining and shopping areas, beach parks,
marinas, public launches, sports and recreation
facilities, golf courses, hiking and cycling trails, art
and culture attractions, and dog parks. Municipal
parks are recognized as essential components of the
Town's tourism and wayfinding network. These parks,
which include community green spaces, sports fields,
and recreational amenities, serve both residents

and visitors and contribute to the Town's year-round
appeal.

Several parks being assessed by the PMP are
identified as points of interest. Some already
feature directional signs, while others have minor
directional, pedestrian, or marquee signage. Parks
offering opportunities for revitalization, event hosting,
and cultural reflection, that are often located near
commercial or residential hubs, are ideal candidates
for inclusion in the signage network. Applying
consistent design standards aligned with the Town'’s
strategy can significantly improve the visibility,
accessibility, and safety of these park facilities.
Enhanced signage can guide users to lesser-known
parks and trails, increase community engagement,
and contribute to a stronger sense of place. Symbol-
based wayfinding can further support multilingual
and inclusive access, while clustering signage with
other points of interest can reduce infrastructure
costs and maximize impact.
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A.3.8 TOWN OF GEORGINA CLIMATE
ACTION PLAN (CAP) (2025)

The 2025 Climate Action Plan (CAP) is the Town's
first comprehensive strategy to address climate
change impacts and strengthen municipal resilience.
Spanning the years 2026 to 2030, the plan identifies
key climate risks, outlines priority actions, and sets
measurable goals for both municipal operations and
the broader community. Key climate risks identified
include extreme heat (more days over 30°C),

nutrient loading in Lake Simcoe, warmer and wetter
winters, more intense one-day storm events, and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from buildings and
transportation.

To mitigate these risks, the CAP outlines several
priority actions. These include increasing shade

and cooling infrastructure in parks and beaches,
planting climate-resilient tree species, promoting
responsible lake use and flood prevention, retrofitting
municipal buildings for energy efficiency, encouraging
walkable communities and active transportation, and
supporting community partnerships for shoreline
cleanups and tree planting. The plan also emphasizes
the importance of Lake Simcoe stewardship,
recognizing its ecological and cultural significance to
the region.

The CAP provides essential guidance for the PMP
by informing climate-resilient park design and
operations. Recommendations include incorporating
shade structures, tree planting, and stormwater
management features to reduce heat and flooding
risks. Park infrastructure upgrades should align
with energy efficiency goals, and new recreational
buildings are encouraged to explore Net Zero Ready
standards. The plan also supports biodiversity

and ecosystem health through the use of native
and climate-resilient species in landscaping and
habitat restoration. Furthermore, parks can serve
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as platforms for public education and engagement
with signage and programming that promote
environmental stewardship and awareness of climate
issues. The CAP also encourages the integration

of active transportation infrastructure, such as trail
networks and pedestrian connections, to support low-
emission mobility options.

Alignment with the CAP will help contribute to
Georgina’s long-term sustainability and climate
resiliency goals, ensuring that municipal and
community efforts are impactful and future ready.

A.3.9 TOWN OF GEORGINA MULTI-
YEAR ACCESSIBILITY PLAN (2025)

The 2025-2029 Multi-Year Accessibility Plan (MYAP)
is the Town of Georgina’s strategic framework for
identifying, preventing, and removing barriers to
accessibility across municipal services, programs
and facilities. Developed in accordance with the
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act
(AODA), the plan outlines Georgina’'s commitment
to creating an inclusive, equitable, and barrier-free
community. It outlines goals and actions across
four key areas: Customer Service, Information and
Communication, Employment, and Design of Public
Spaces, as well as general requirements under

the Integrated Accessibility standards Regulations
(IASR).

Key features of the MYAP include the promotion of
accessible trails, inclusive design standards, and

a strong commitment to universal accessibility

in public spaces such as parks, playgrounds,

and recreational facilities. Specific accessibility
requirements for public spaces, such as exterior
paths of travel, accessible parking, service counters,
and waiting areas, must be incorporated into the
design and upgrade of parks. The plan also supports
the development of accessible recreational amenities,
including playgrounds with inclusive equipment
(e.g., wheelchair swings), splash pads, and multi-use
trails, ensuring that parks are welcoming and usable
for residents of all abilities. The plan emphasizes
inclusive community engagement, particularly
through consultation with people with disabilities,
and identifies mechanisms such as partnerships,
advisory committees, and interdepartmental
collaboration that can be leveraged to implement
accessibility improvements in parks. It also calls for

enhancements to wayfinding and navigation features
in Town facilities and public spaces. This includes
the use of clear signage, visual, auditory, tactile and
electronic cues to support navigation for individuals
with diverse needs. The plan encourages the
proactive application of accessibility best practices
in the design and delivery of new facilities, programs,
and services, as well as during major renovations of
existing infrastructure.

The MYAP provides a critical policy foundation
for ensuring that the PMP aligns with Georgina's
accessibility goals. Integrating the MYAP into the
PMP will help ensure that its parks are not only
compliant but also inclusive, welcoming, and
reflective of the Town's broader commitment to
equity and service excellence.
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