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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF GEORGINA 
IN THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (EDC) 
 
MINUTES 

 
Date: Monday January 13, 2020 

Time: 7:00 pm 
Location: 26557 Civic Centre Rd, Keswick 

Committee Room 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL AND WELCOME 

 
 
 
 
 

Karyn Stone, Manager of Economic Development and Tourism  
Sean Columbus, Economic Development Officer  
Jamie-Lee Warner, Administrative Assistant, Economic Development and Tourism 
Forrest Jones, Guest 
 
The following Committee members were absent with regrets: 
Margaret Quirk, Mayor  
Robin Smith 
Dan Fellini, Councillor, Ward 2 
Elsa Mateus 
 

3. COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS None. 

4. INTRODUCTION OF ADDENDUM ITEM(S) None. 

5. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

RESOLUTION NO: EDC-2020-0001 
Moved by Matthew Brady, Seconded by Heidi Wong. 
Carried. 

 
6. DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 
 

None. 
 

7. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

Andi Mahony (Chair) 
Frank Sebo, Councillor, Ward 4 
Mathew Brady  
 

Jim Beechey 
Heidi Wong 
Kostas Kyriopoulos  
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7.1 Approval of Minutes for the December 2, 2019 Meeting 
 

RESOLUTION NO: EDC-2020-0002 
Moved by Frank Sebo, Seconded by Jim Beechey. 
Carried.  
 

8. DELEGATIONS/SPEAKERS None. 

9. PRESENTATIONS 

9.1 CountryFest 2020 – Forrest Jones 

Forrest Jones presented his proposal for the upcoming Country Fest 2020 
event.  Highlights of his presentation include: 
 
 In the past, Country Fest had been a one-day event, but this year, it will be 

a three-day event and again held at the ROC. 
 Forrest Jones is requesting $5,000 through the Economic Development 

and Community Betterment grant program. 
 Last year, 1129 people attended Country Fest.  
 In 2019 the event featured tribute bands but this year, professional country 

artists will be featured including Leah Daniels, Jordy Jackson, Owen 
Barney and David Boyd Janes (Boots and Hearts emerging artist finalist).  
Local artists like Michael Chianelli from Keswick will also be preforming.  

 David Boyd Janes, the major headliner will be promoting Country fest as 
one of the performances on his tour. 

 Forrest Jones has received a quote for paid duty police, which is the same 
price as the one-day event last year but will cover the three-day event this 
year.  They will be using auxiliary police to reduce costs. 

 The cost of a single day pass is $15 with $5 going to local charities.  A 
three day pass is $25 with $5 going to local charities.  A VIP package is 
available for $50 with $5 going to local charities (VIP - parking, t-shirt, 3 
adult beverages and a program).  Twenty-seven VIP tickets have already 
been sold, which is more than this time last year. 

 Forrest Jones explained that he will be buying all of his supplies locally.  
He has partnered with the Ramada Jackson’s Point to provide a hotel and 
festival package, which will be promoted out of town.  Forrest Jones is also 
working on having Wendel Clark participate in meet and greets.  Forrest 
Jones will be utilizing the Quest bus to take event goers from the Ramada 
to the ROC. 

 Forrest Jones has created a program booklet for the event which will have 
advertising opportunities.  The program booklet will be distributed with the 
Georgina Post and will be available at the event and online. 

 Andi Mahony asked Forrest if he believes he will have enough manpower 
to run a three-day festival.  Forrest Jones confirmed that he does.  He 
made it a requirement for the benefiting charities involved to participate in 
the event.  The beer and food will be done by a third party.  Security and 
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police have been hired and there will be volunteers to assist with parking.  
Also, the event will be pre-ticketed to ensure smooth entry on the day of 
the event.  Forrest Jones mentioned that his main concern would be 
between the hours of 4 pm – 11 pm, but he can still hire more people if 
needed based on ticket sales. 

 Jim Beechey asked who the charities are this year.  Forrest Jones noted 
that Shades of Hope confirmed and he has asked Jericho Youth Services.  
The third is to be determined. 

 Heidi Wong asked what the cost of the advertising packages were for the 
program booklet and what the upfront revenue is looking like?  Forrest 
confirmed that it is $500 for a full page, $275 for a half page, $150 for a 
quarter page and $85 for an eighth of a page.  There is also the 
opportunity for title sponsors who will not be noted in the program booklet.  
Forrest hopes to be revenue neutral or even revenue positive for the 
program booklet.   

 Heidi Wong noted that she sees potential with the program booklet and 
asked Forrest if he included the revenue projection from the program 
booklet in his application.  Forrest Jones said that he did not, but he can 
revise the application to include this.   

 Heidi Wong asked if Forrest knew the demographics or location of the 
visitors who have purchased tickets so far.  Forrest Jones confirmed that 
he can provide this information to the Committee as the tickets are sold 
online through Snapd and this information has been captured. 

 Jim Beechey suggested that Forrest Jones look into Central Counties 
Tourism for potential funding opportunities. 

 Matthew Brady asked if the grant application is only available through the 
online portal now.  Jamie-Lee Warner clarified that we are encouraging 
applicants to use the online portal but we are also accepting hard copy 
applications that are on the website through the Economic Development 
and Tourism Office.   

 Matthew Brady noted that the Country Fest 2020 is a great idea but 
suggested that Forrest Jones refine the budget and confirm any 
outstanding details in his application that have been discussed.   

 Matthew Brady asked Forrest Jones if he pays any fees.  Forrest Jones 
confirmed that he pays Society of Composers, Authors and Music 
Publishers of Canada (SOCAN) fees.  He personally invests his finances 
and time in the event. 

 Matthew Brady asked if Pure Country radio station will be doing a live 
broadcast of the event.  Forrest Jones confirmed they are not, but are 
conducting 15 second drop-ins and two live studio interviews as well as 
online presence. 

 Forrest Jones noted that his Tribute to Johnny Cash performance at the 
Stephen Leacock Theatre on February 29 is almost sold out and it was 
only promoted through Facebook ads. 

 Andi Mahony noted that in terms of next steps, Forrest Jones will provide 
the Committee with the demographics of the purchased tickets so far and 
updated financials including the program booklet.  The Country Fest grant 
application will be evaluated at the next EDC meeting in February and 
Forrest Jones will be contacted regarding EDC’s final decision.  If the 
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Committee has any further questions for Forrest Jones, they can provide 
them to Jamie-Lee Warner and she will contact Forrest Jones. 
 

10. REPORTS 

10.1 Economic Development Updates – ED Staff 

 Sean Columbus shared with the Committee that in 2019 staff from the 
Economic Development and Tourism Office visited approximately 50 new 
business openings, expansions and re-locations as well as new farm visits, 
which was an increase from the 30 visits done in 2018. 

 Sean Columbus updated the Committee on Tradeshows that the Economic 
Development and Tourism Office have attended and plan to attend.  Ice 
fishing operators and ice fishing tournaments were promoted at the 
Canadian Ice Fishing Expo show in Barrie from December 13-14.  The 
Mayor’s Charity Motorcycle Ride and Poker Run along with tourism in 
Georgina was promoted at the Motorcycle Super Show in Toronto from 
January 3-4.  Boating in Georgina along with tourism in Georgina will be 
promoted at the Toronto International Boat Show on January 25.  The 
Economic Development and Tourism Office plans to partner with York 
Region at the Toronto International Bicycle Show this upcoming March.  
There is also the potential that we will be partnering with Economic 
Development Offices in Northern York Region to attend upcoming 
investment tradeshows (ie. Toronto Real Estate Board events). 

 Sean Columbus informed the Committee that we are currently working on 
refreshing the Discover Georgina Guide for 2020 and will be designing the 
guide in house, which will enable us to work on it well in advance and 
update it when needed.  We will be meeting with Chamber of Commerce 
this week to review the design. 

 Sean Columbus shared with the Committee that we will be sending our 
Community Improvement Plan (CIP) grant information with the AGM mail 
outs to the BIAs.  Karyn Stone noted that Town staff have discussed the 
potential opportunities for the Town to apply for grants.  These grants are 
generally hard to come by and can be restrictive, however, a group of 
Town staff from Operations and Infrastructure/ Parks, Recreation and 
Culture/ Facilities and the Chief Administrators Office will be reviewing 
potential grant applications.  Andi Mahony asked if we are looking at 
Provincial and Federal grants.  Karyn Stone confirmed yes and they usually 
have a very quick turn around for submission.  Karyn Stone informed the 
Committee that we received funding from the Greenbelt Foundation for the 
2020 Field to Table event.  Frank Sebo mentioned that he sent a potential 
grant to Karyn Stone and she noted that she received it and is looking into 
it. 

 Sean Columbus made note of upcoming events from the Economic 
Development and Tourism Office.   

o The Streetscape Design Standards Part 1 workshop was held in 
Keswick and Sutton with the consultant providing design options for 
the streetscapes within the historic downtowns and members of the 
public providing feedback.  A second workshop will be held  
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February 25th.   These designs will set the standard for future 
streetscape enhancements. 

o Karyn Stone advised that with the assistance of the Mayor’s Office, 
we are planning an invitation only Mayor’s Investment Breakfast to 
bring industrial commercial realtors to attend and see what Georgina 
has to offer.  We met with the Chamber of Commerce and Jennifer 
Harrison from the Bradford Board of Trade who hosted the Bradford 
Mayor’s Breakfast to see what made their event successful.  We will 
be sending out the first round of invitations shortly.  Jim Beechey 
asked how many people we are hoping to attend.  Karyn Stone said 
we would like about 70 attendees.  Jim Beechey noted that we could 
use the Quest Bus to incorporate an optional tour.  Karyn Stone 
mentioned that we are using our resources from the investment 
team at the Region of York for potential invitees.   

o Karyn Stone informed the Committee that the Central Counties 
Tourism Symposium would be held on March 30.  The location will 
be somewhere along the 404 corridor.  We will send a save the date 
out to our Stakeholders. 

 Sean Columbus informed the Committee that Fat Cat Tattoo has 
completed their façade improvements for their CIP grant application.  New 
vinyl was installed on the building and the wood strapping was removed in 
order to bring the building back to its historic design. 
 

10.2    Verbal Update – BIA’s – Councillor Dan Fellini & Councillor Frank Sebo 
 Frank Sebo shared with the Committee that the Sutton and Jackson’s Point 

AGM are approaching and details regarding these events will be 
confirmed. 

 Frank Sebo noted that both the Sutton and Jackson’s Point BIAs are 
currently going through a transition.  Sutton has some new Board members 
and some key Board members of Jackson’s Point are resigning. 

 Frank Sebo updated the Committee that a restaurant application was 
submitted in Jackson’s Point where the Quilting Gnome used to be and 
that the Vape Shop in Sutton is closing. 

 
10.3 Verbal Update – Chamber of Commerce – Robin Smith 

 Jim Beechey shared with the Committee that the Chamber of Commerce 
AGM will be on February 25. There are vacancies on the Board of 
Directors and 3 or 4 new members will be elected this year. 

 The budget was revised and the Chamber now has a full time Office 
Administrator (Amanda Stewart) and a part-time Marketing Advisor (Taylor 
Felix).  

 The Chamber plans to apply for 4 summer students again this year. 
 The Chamber of Commerce will be operating a tourism kiosk at De La 

Salle as a satellite office this summer.  Throughout the tourism season, 
staff will be on site from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm during the week and summer 
students will be on site during the weekend.  The Chamber of Commerce 
is working on agreement with Recreation Department whereby the 
Chamber will providing parking passes on behalf of the Town at De La 
Salle. 
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10.4 Verbal Update – Tourism Committee – Jim Beechey   

 The Community Tourism Plan for 2020- 22 is almost complete and will be 
presented to Council in March.  The Plan represents what the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Town are doing together as they focus on increasing 
the economic impact of tourism.    

 The Tourism Committee is currently seeking members. 

10.5 Verbal Update – South Lake Community Futures – Elsa Mateus 
 Jim Beechey shared with the Committee that South Lake Futures Rural 

Innovation Initiative Grant program is still available. 
 Jim Beechey noted that they are pleased with their loan activity to date. 

 
RESOLUTION NO: EDC-2020-0003 
That the verbal updates from the Economic Development and Tourism Division, 
BIA’s, Chamber of Commerce, Tourism Committee and South Lake Community 
Futures be received. 

 
Moved by Matthew Brady, Seconded by Kostas Kyriopoulos. 
Carried. 
 

11. DISPOSITIONS/PROCLAMATIONS, GENERAL INFORMATION ITEMS  

11.1 General Information Items None. 

11.2 Disposition Items None. 

12. MOTIONS/NOTICES OF MOTION None. 

13. OTHER BUSINESS 

 Andi Mahony reminded the Committee that we will be reviewing grants at the 
next meeting and had been thinking about the most efficient way to evaluate 
the applications.  Matthew Brady suggested we use the Slido or Slack app to 
vote on grant application scores, which can then be projected onto the screen.  
Jamie-Lee Warner will continue to send the Committee grant applications as 
she receives them but will also send an email a week prior to the February 
meeting with a link to all grant applications that will be reviewed along with the 
grant-operating chart. 
 

 Karyn Stone noted that Doug Poirier who runs the Perchin for MS Ice Fishing 
event has not been well, so we may be receiving his grant application late.  
This event brings in visitors from afar, many of which come from the United 
States.  

 
 Frank Sebo shared with the Committee that on January 23, the Ontario 

Waterfront Tourism Summit will be taking place at the Toronto International 
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Boat Show.  Frank Sebo, Jim Beechey and Sean Columbus are planning to 
attend. 

 
 Frank Sebo inquired about the portion of revenue that will be going to charities 

from Country Fest.  Does Forrest Jones plan on just donating $5 from each 
ticket, or will a portion of the total revenue also be given to charities?  Frank 
Sebo also pointed out that he noticed Council ads were listed in the Country 
Fest program booklet and would like clarification on what the content of these 
ads are. 

 
14. CLOSED SESSION, IF REQUIRED 

15. MOTION TO ADJOURN 

RESOLUTION NO: EDC-2020-0004 
Moved by Frank Sebo, Seconded by Heidi Wong. 
That the meeting be adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
Carried. 
 

 
 


