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Georgina’s Downtown Revitalization 

The Town of Georgina is continuing to work with our partners and community 
stakeholders to revitalize our historic downtowns of Jackson’s Point, Sutton 
and Uptown Keswick. 

In 2014, Council approved the Community Improvement Plan (CIP). The 
CIP is intended to improve a defined area within a community that has 
been identified as an area in transition. The CIP established a strategy for 
the revitalization of these areas including the use of financial incentives 
for the private sector to stimulate redevelopment and facilitate property 
improvements. The purpose of this CIP is to establish an environment that 
supports the revitalization and reinvestment in these downtown commercial 
areas. The CIP helps to ensure that these areas continue to serve as the heart 
of the community and create vibrant shopping areas for residents and tourists 
alike.  Vibrant downtown areas help to attract new investment in not only the 

Save the Date

facebook.com/TownofGeorgina

@georginatown

Check us out on:

georgina.ca

Aug. 22 Movie Night in the Parkette
jacksonspointbia.com

Aug. 29 Curbside Giveaway Day
georgina.ca 

Sept. 12
Uptown Keswick Harvest 

Festival
georgina.ca

Sept. 12 
& 13

Chippewas of Georgina Island 
2015 POW WOW

georginaisland.com 

Sept. 13
MultiSport Canada Triathlon/

Duathlon
multisportcanada.com

Sept. 19
Georgina Pioneer Village 

Harvest Festival 
georginapioneervillage.ca 

Sept. 26 Stilettos and Sneakers
talkoftownevents.ca

Sept. 26 
& 27

Georgina Studio Tour
georginastudiotour.com 

ReWilding Pine Beach  
In 2014 the Ladies of the Lake, a charitable not-for profit 
organization received 1.1 million dollars in funding from 
the Lake Simcoe South East Georgian Bay Clean Up Fund 
to undertake a four year 1.6 million dollar project with 16 
municipal, regional, provincial, academic and community 
partners.  ReWilding Lake Simcoe is helping communities and 
residents re-imagine public spaces and change them to benefit 
both people and the health of Lake Simcoe.   Pine Beach in 
south Keswick is just one of the pilot projects being funded 
and demonstrates the success of innovative approaches to 
community engagement and redesign of underperforming 
public spaces.   These changes have resulted in 66% of Pine 
Beach Park being converted into an infiltration system, 
moving water back into the earth, while also allowing nature’s 
best filters – natural plantings and vegetation to cleanse the 

stormwater caused by our urban living. This will 
improve the health of Lake Simcoe, while at the 
same time, giving an underutilized Park new life, 
with diverse zones for the enjoyment. This recently 
completed pilot project showcases the various 
surface treatments that can help filter stormwater 
run-off before it reaches Lake Simcoe and how to 
naturalize a Lake Simcoe Shoreline.  

downtown areas but the entire Town.  
Businesses located in the Community 
Improvement Plan Area are eligible to 
apply for the CIP Grant Program. Please 
contact Kelan Jylha at kjylha@georgina.
ca or (905) 476-4301 ext. 2330. 

Kat’s Gallery and Boutique, CIP Grant Recipient 

Creation of Fish Habitat in the naturalized 
shoreline.

Naturalized drainage swale 
filters water before reaching 

Lake Simcoe 

Porus surface allows for water to reach the ground below. 

Recent community event at Pine Beach



georgina.ca georgina.ca

Congratulations to Cori’s Café for winning “Small Business of the Year” at 
the 2015 York Region Business Excellence Awards.  A business that started 
with one jar of tasty homemade soup has grown to now be recognized as 
one of York Region’s top Small Business. Cori’s Cafe was  nominated for 
the same award last year. Cori’s Cafe also won the Georgina Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business Award in 2014.  These awards are sponsored by 
the Georgina Chamber of Commerce and York Region to honour businesses 
who exemplify success in their operations, their relationships with their 
employees, and their involvement with the community.

Green Thumbs up at the Town 
owned Farm Parcel 

Spotlight on Business in Georgina

latest project “Clear Water” Farm.   The Ontario Water Centre is well known 
for its ReWilding Lake Simcoe projects and the Splash Festivals.  

The Socioeconomic Strategic Plan and Mission Statement recognizes 
utilizing the “Environment as an Economic Engine” and what  better 
location to showcase this initiative than on a portion of a 31 acre farm parcel 
overlooking Lake Simcoe.   With the input of local Chef Cori Doern and 
others, crops grown on site and at other farms will be transformed into 
delectable products under a new Clear Water food brand.   In addition to 
a farm and food production facility, Clear Water Farm will include a range 
of programming including: learn to garden, advanced agricultural courses, 
leased garden plots, food clubs/community supported agriculture.   The 
development of the farm will be undertaken with a desire to use leading edge 
water stewardship practices and sustainable farm practices all with a goal 

The Town’s Grant Program continues 
to be a success with local festivals and 
event organizers.  The 2015 Budget 
approved by Council, resulted in a 
total of almost $60,000 being made 
available to support the development 
of new festivals and events and new 
initiatives being contemplated by 
community organizations.   

On June 28th, the newly appointed 
Economic Development Committee 
formed a review team who look 
forward to working with applicants 
to enhance existing and new events 
and programs in the Town. 

For further information please 
contact:  Administrative Assistant,  
Karen Palmer at ext. 2300 or 
kpalmer@georgina.ca.   

Grant Funding 
Partnerships “York Region Small Business Awards”

Welcome: South Simcoe Security 

On June 24, 2015 Town of Georgina 
Council unanimously agreed to enter 
into a 5 year renewable lease agreement 
with the Ontario Water Centre.  The 
Ontario Water Centre (OWC) is a Not-
For Profit Charitable Organization 
working to protect and restore the Lake 
Simcoe Watershed through community 
engagement by undertaking projects 
designed to have an economic and 
social impact on the host community. 
The execution of the lease agreement 
will result in the start-up of the OWC’s 

South Simcoe Security is a new company that opened it’s doors in Georgina 
at the beginning of June 2015. The company is a one stop shop offering 
access controls security, security systems installation and lock smithing 
services under one roof. The company’s president, Ross Powell decided to 
pursue a lifelong hobby of lock smithing and open a business. South Simcoe 
Security offers security services and lock smithing for commercial and 
residential clients. South Simcoe is located in Keswick. 

DID YOU KNOW?
For the month of June the number 
of homes sold in Georgina was 140. 
The average home price in Georgina 
during June was $423,031.00. 

Source: Toronto Real Estate Board

By becoming a member and taking full 
advantage of the Chamber’s wide range 
of benefits and services, you show your 
peers, customers and competitors that 
you are a proactive and influential 
member of the Georgina business 
community. 

www.georginachamber.com 
admin@georginachamber.com
T: 905-476-7870
F: 905-476-6700

Accounting & Finance, Business, Start-
Up, Small Business Start-up, Business 
Planning, Marketing, Workshops, etc.

For details contact: 

Susan Martin 
905-476-1244 or smtmartin@bellnet.ca
www.southlakecfdc.org 

of promoting the health benefits that 
come with an increased exposure to 
nature. 
The business plan sets out very clear 
deliverables for Clear Water Farm 
including job creation and economic 
impact on the community.  This is 
just one example of how we can utilize 
the natural environment to stimulate 
economic activity.     

Clear Water Farm Rendering 

2015 Garden of Abundance 

Cori’s Cafe Team Tomato and Basil Soup with a Mediterranean 
Salad. 


